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—T0 OUR READER-OWNERS | 


We Kept Our Promise! 


Please take note that this column 
is written before the results of the 
Oakland city election are an- 
nounced, and accordingly the writer 
in his comments is not influenced 
by any disappointment or delight 
that may be felt when the good 
or bad news may be known. 

But we feel that there are several 


| 


| 


Bakers Reach 
Impasse With 
Retail Stores 


Bakers Local 119 held a meeting | 


Thursday with International Vice- 


| President Dan Conway present to | 


| discuss with 


| 


the membership 


crisis that has been reached in 


the | 


negotiations with the retail bakery | 


comments on the role played in the | stores. 


campaign by 
which should be made, 

In the first place, we did as we 
promised at the start of the AFL 
Educational League’s campaign. We 
aaid we'd print without change ma- 
terial sent in by candidates whom 
we had not endorsed or whom we 


The Labor Journal | 


The situation was discussed Mon- 


|day night at the Central Labor 
Council meeting, Assistant Secre- 
tary W. P. Fee explaining that 


negotiations had been going on 
since February. 

Otto Munschner, Charles Bullock, 
and William Wagner from Bakers 


were actively opposing. And we did Local 119 added information on the | 


just that, 
We even printed a fairly long let- 
ter from a Trotskyite candidate, | 


and a press release from a Stalinist 
candidate. And so far as memory 
Foes, we made no sneering com- 
ment as we printed such communi- 
cations, but simply prefaced each 
communication or statement with 
a brief paragraph telling who, or 
what organization, sent it in. 
Probably this sets a new high in 
any paper’s conduct during a hot 
political campaign in the East Bay, 
we might modestly call to your at- 
tention, 
x wk * 


A Crack at Our Candidates 


Our second point is about the 
material for our own candidates. 
Some of you may remember that 
at the outset we 
ing that it was up to our candidates 
to bestir themselves and get thei 
own material in to us, 


sounded a warn-| 


prolonged and unsatisfactory nego- 
tions. 

The union has asked for a 12- 
cent an hour increase, and in San 
Francisco a 9-cent increase has al- 


ready been won. But in Oakland, | 


i, it was stated, the highest offer! 
*made by the retail bakery stores | 
was 5 cents, and this only if the 


cost of living advanced 5 points. 
One of the delegates said that the 


| present scale of $1.57 was consid- 


ered inadequate to maintain a prop- 
er standard of living under the cir- 
cumstances of the trade. 
More than 30 members of the un- 
ion are affected by the dispute. 
Some 200 members who are em- 


| ployed in the big socalled “machine 


shops” of the large companies in 
the East Bay are already benefiting 
by a 12-cent increase. 

Negotiations are proceeding with 
the Latin bakeries where French 


| and Italian bread is produced, and 


with the pie bakers. 


The delegates from the Bakers 


Let's be flat about it, and say that) expressed themselves as absolutely 


they did a very poor job on it. The) 
result was that, since we were being 
so fair about printing other candi- 
dates’ statements, we at times had 
the dismal impression that our pa- 
per looked as though it were load- 
ing the dice against its own people. 

Really, it was extraordinary 


not endorsed by 
sending in their 
promptly. 
mail the stuff in, 
tell us they'd mailed it in, and then 


us, cooperated in 
campaign material 


determined to win better 
their members, 


wages for 


‘Labor Journal Policies 


how | 
eqfaithfully our opponents, or folks | 


Some of them would first | 
then telephone to | 


afterwards phone to make sure we'd | 


And 
how dilatory and neg- 
own candidates were. 


kkk 
Good Friend’s Good Advice 


In this connection, one of the 
men whose group endorsed all the 
candidates the AFL majority en- 
dorsed, made some friendly 
energetic comment. 

“We have one man in our organ- 
ization devoting his full 
this campaign,” he said. “But when 
that one man tries to get a decision 
from your AFL crowd on something 
vital to the campaign, he has to 
run from man to man, and lose 
precious time. And somebody ought 
to see to it that these candidates 
get their material in on time, and 
have something ready for every 
paper that’s willing to print it.” 

There is no mere verbal reply to 
make to such criticism except to 
say, “Yes, sir! You're right, 100%!" 

Better still, the reply should be: 
Bie efficient coordination all 
around next time 


x kk 


Criticisms of The Journal 


Our third point is that this paper 
took some very severe criticism 
from AFL people during the cam- 


received it. 
traordinary 
ligent our 


paign for two things: (1) because 
it took so vigorous an _ editorial} 
stand on political issues; and (2) 
because it did print so faithfully 


the arguments of the AFL minority 
against the AFL majority candi- 
dates. 

As for our taking a vigorous edi- 
torial stand in the campaign, either 
we're trying to build a real 
political movement in this commu- 
nity, or we're not. If we are, your | 
editor did exactly the right thing 
in striking hard and fast blows for 
our candidates. If we are not trying 
to build a real AFL political move- 
ment, then some other editor ought | 
to be hired, somebody who could 
write in the news columns nice little | 
flatteries of leading business agents, | 


time to} 


it was equally ex-)| 


| 


AFL | happy augury, 


| union has been set up 


and in the editorial column could, 


tnestly discuss the relative merits 

mumblepeg and tiddlewinks. 

As for our printing faithfully the 
diatribes of the minority AFL 
this campaign, one brother said at 
a Central Labor Council meeting 
that it was “asinine” for us to print 


side by side the letter of a minority | 


in| 


man and the reply to it by a mem-| 


ber of the majority AFL Political 
Committee. 

But it wasn’t asinine. It was open, 
democratic journalism, Remember, 
we're not trying to build up a tight 
little hush-hush political machine, 
such as Mr. Knowland claims we 
are, or such as Mr. Knowland has 
himself so carefully built over the 
years. Quite the opposite. We're 
trying to help the scattered and 
often quarreling elements in the 
AFL in the East Bay educate them- 
selves into cohesive intelligent po- 
litical activity. This will be ac- 
complished through open discussion 
in the official AFL paper, so that 
every man Jack and every woman 
Jill gets to know that he or she can 
trust the AFL political movement 


| 


here, knowing that if anyone in it) 


or against it has a grievance he'll 


get free space in that movement's 


wn paper. 


(Continued on Page 3) im 


| to make 
but | 


Discussed by Delegates 


The Labor Journal has been dis- 
cussed at the last two meetings of 
the Central Labor Council 

At last week's meeting Al Silva 
of Auto Salesmen's Local 1095 criti- 
cized the way he felt that the paper 
had been featuring arguments made 


by minority groups opposing the 
AFL Educational League in the 
Oakland election. 

Silva also said that he felt that 


some of the advertisements in the 
paper should 
cepted. 
Report of Silva's criticism failed 
last week's issue of The 
Labor Journal owing to the fact 
that it was the last issue before 
the election, and the paper was 
crowded with campaign material. 
At the meeting of the CLC this 
Monday Lew Blix of Dental Tech- 
nicians 24116, recently elected a 
member of the executive committee 


not have been ac-} 


| Local 2 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| taeseer to Mr. 
Knowland is 
On Page Six 


Readers’ attention is called to 
the editorial column on page 6 
of this issue containing “Letters 
to Mr. Knowland from Labor 
Journal's Editor.” 


After you've read that, you 
might enjoy reading in this same 
issue in another column the re- 
printed editorial from the Com- 
munist People’s World which 
“explains” that the editor of The 
Labor Journal is one of Mr. 
Knowland's buddies. 


Striking Laundry 
Drivers Meeting 
With Employers 


Secretary Robert S. Ash reported 
at the Central Labor Council Mon- 
day night that representatives of 
the 3000 workers of other crafts out 


of work because of the strike of the | 


500 members of Laundry Drivers 
Local 209 had arranged to sit in on 
the negotiations being conducted by 
09 with the employers 

The unions affected by the strike 
are: Laundry Workers 2, Cleaners 
and Dyers 23, Garage Employes 78, 
Office Employes 29, and Auto Ma- 
chinists 1546, 


The strike, due to a wage dispute, | 


began to get under way April 7, and 
soon resulted in the ‘shutting down 
of all laundries and cleaning and 
dyeing establishments except the 
one laundry kept open by agree- 
ment of employers and union 
service hospitals and physicians, 


Shipyard Laborers — 
Report Progress 


Harry L. Miller of Shipyard La- 
borers Local 886 reports that R. D. 
(Dick) Besaas, secretary of Labor's 
League for Political Education of 
Local 886 was taken to Permanente 
Hospital Thursday of last’ week. 
Miller adds: 

“He will be in the hospital at 
least two weeks, but if we know 
Dick, he is chafing at the bit anxi- 
ous to get back and help Labor win 
its fight. 

“Work picked up at the Todd Ala- 
meda yard and some of the mem- 
bers got back to work. It is a good 
indication of things to come up for 
local yards if Washington sources 
are to be trusted. 

“Local 886 is prepared to assist 
in Labor's drive to keep the Hot 
Cargo Bill, Senate No. 1066, tied up 
in committee. Failing in that, it is 
hoped that a heavy mail from La- 
bor will induce enough Assembly- 
men to vote against it on the floor 
of the Assembly. 

“Some members haven't vet 
ten their Congressmen or 
requesting Taft-Hartley 


writ- 
Senators 
repeal. 


of the Council, proposed that every | Your Political Education Commit- 
affiliated union subscribe to 20 ex-| tee requests all to do so at once. 


tra copies of the paper, to be dis- 
tributed among employers with 
whom the unions have dealings. 

Blix said that he felt much good- 
will for labor and respect for unions 
would be created among employers 
if they realized more fully the na 
ture of the paper being published by 
the labor movement here. The dele- 
gates endorsed his proposal. 


New Oakland School Head 
Visits Teachers’ Union 


Ed Ross of Teachers Local 771 
reported at a recent meeting of the 
Central Labor Council that Selmer 
Berg, who will take the post of 
Oakland School Superintendent 
July 1, had called on the executive 
board of the Teachers Union while 
in town recently. 

Ross said that he felt this was a 
as it was the first 
time such a thing had occurred. 

Ross, who is also president 
the State Federation of Teachers, 
reported that a new local of the 
in San Diego. 


Typos Meet Sunday 


The regular monthly meeting of 
Oakland Typographical Local 


| 


| 


of | 


| 


36 | 


wil be held at 10 a.m. Sunday, April | 


24, in Hall 4, second floor, new La- 
Sec- 


Austin 


bor Temple, 2315 Valdez street, 
retary-Treasurer 
announces, 


John W. 


HAVE YOU WRITTEN 
YOUR ASSEMBLYMAN 


the vicious 


TODAY. 


SONALLY. 


Word From the State Federation: 


OPPOSING “HOT CARGO” ? ?? 


We have urged all affiliated unions to write their assembly- 
men opposing any actions leading to the passage of SB 1066, 
“hot cargo” measure, whose real purpose is an 
attack on all forms of peaceful picketing. 


IF YOU DID NOT WRITE LAST WEEK, DO IT 


IF POSSIBLE, SEE YOUR ASSEMBLYMAN PER- 


Next week may be too late. Do it 


now! 
“Note also that A.B. 3106 if 
passed, will be very helpful in get- 


ting new ship on the coast. Let's 


all drop a line to Sacramento,” 


Watchmakers’ Picketing 
Worries Jewelry Store 


Proprietors of Brown's Credit 
Jewelry Store in San Bruno have 
filed in the San Mateo County Su 
perior Court petition for an injune 
tion to stop Watchmakers Local 101 
from picketing the shop. 

Picketing of the shop began last 
Saturday and the proprietors told 
the court it was injuring their busi- 
ness, 

George F. Allen, business repre- 
sentative of Local 101, runs a col 
umn of news about the local in The 
Labor Journal, 


CLC Per Capita 
Change is Voted 


affiliated with 


Local unions 
the Central Labor Council have 
voted for the adjustment of per 


capita which had been put to 
referendum. 

The vote was: 76 locals in 
favor of the adjustment, 18 op- 
posed. 


to | 


‘BIC Offers Names 
For City Housing 
Authority's Board 


The Building Trades Council at | 
its meeting Tuesday night offered | 
|three names to the Oakland City 
Council for consideration the next | 


Organized labor through the combined political efforts of the 


time there is a vacancy on the, AFL Educational League and the majority anti-Communist CIO 
board of directors of the Oakland scored one big victory in Tuesday's Oakland election by win- 
| ning a post on the Board of Education for Charles W. Fisher. 


| Housing Authority 

The three suggested were: George | 
Grosser of Sheet Metal Workers | 
| 216, Jud Minzer of Operating En- 
gineers 39, and Thomas Robinson, 
a well known business man. 

It was felt that since there is now 
}no one well acquainted with labor 
| problems on the board, the next 
| time there is a vanacy such a per- 
| son should be appointed. 
| MINZER SUCCEEDS RIVERS 
| Jud Minzer was seated as a dele- 
gate from Operating Engineers 38, 
succeeding James Rivers, who has 
resigned as business agent of that 
local, being succeeded by Minzer as 
business agent also. 

Vernon Hall was seated as a dele- 
gate from Sheet Metal Workers) 
355, succeeding Louis Martin, who 
has been appointed an international 
organizer. 

SWEENEY SPEAKS 

AFL Organizer John Sweeney, re- 
cently back from work in the Pa- 
cific Northwest, talked on the havoc 
caused by the recent earthquake, 
and on problems created by unem- 
ployment in that area. 

Sweeney said unions there were 
tending to concentrate upon fringe 
issues in negotiations. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

It was decided that a committee 
of the crafts will take up with the 
Board of Supervisors the clarlfying 
|} of classifications of county em- 
| ployes. 


Clerks Back From | 
Big Organization ‘ 
Drive Plan Session 


John B. Philpott of Department 
and Specialty Store Employes 1265 
and Charles Omstead and Harris 
Wilkin of Food Clerks 870 were 
| back in Oakland this week after 
| attending the recent organizing con 
ference held in Denver 

Representatives of Retail Clerks’ 
locals from the Western States and 


from British Columbia were in at- 
tendance 

International Secretary James A. 
Suffridge was present. 
| A coordinating committee with 
three members from each of the 


Western States is being set up, and 
a drive will be launched in unorgan 
ized areas, and on the clearing up 
of unorganized spots in organized 
areas. 

Cooperative arrangements are be- 
ing worked out with other AFL u 
ions, including Teamsters, Butchers 
and Building Service Employes. 


Roofers 81 Bowling Team 
Wins One, Loses One 


The Roofers’ bowling team 
down to their first defeat 
they met the Petaluma Bow! team 
in a return match April 9 at the 
Berkeley Bowl. The team score of 
the Roofers was f while the 
Petaluma team chalked up a score 
of 2561. 

The match was originally sched 
uled for the previous week but the 
Petaluma team failed to show up. A 
match was entered into with Gold- 
en Gate Sea 
at 
up 
Sea 
2511. 

In the last match with the Peta- 
luma team Sherman Keck 
again high man with a score 
569. Other scores were 
Thomas, 513; Charles 
Charles Dutzel, 483; 
langer, 479. 

Although the team was nosed out 
in this contest, Captain Burt: 
Thomas feels that the team is sett! 
ing down into good shape for thei: 


went 
when 


Foods team who were 
the alleys and the Roofers 
a of 2689 defeat 
Food team which scored 


ran 
the 
only 


score to 


Was 
of | 
Burton 

Hillis, 486 

and Wm, Pha- 


n 


tournament in the 800 Summer 
League. The team won their initial | 
tilt with the Petaluma Bowl by a 


score of only 2439 and both succeed- 
ing games have shown a marked 
improvement by team members 

According to Bill Phalanger, Fi- 
nancial Secretary-treasurer 0% Roof- 
ers Local 81, word has just been 
received that another team of roof- 
ers will be sponsored by the Fidelity 
Roof» Co. of Oakland. This team 
will be entered in the Broadway 
750 Summer League and will start 
play in about 30 days. 


New Labor Editor 


William <A. Millis, active in the 
| CIO S.F.-Oakland Newspaper Guild 
| has resigned from the S. F. News 
| to become Northern California edi- 
| tor of the California edition of the 
| CIO News, anti-leftist publication 
| backed by Philip Murray. 
| Millis succeeds Ray Warwick, | 
; who has been assigned to handle} 
| West Coast publicity for the Steel- 

workers, filling in for Ken Hunter, 
who Rho Nag been ill for some time | 


Two other endorsees of the \ AF E Educational League were | 


returned to office: Otto Hieb to® 
ithe Board of Education, who | 
Was unopposed, having satisfied 
organized labor that he understood 
the need for consideration of la- 


thor's educational ideas by the school 


altthorities; and Russell C. Horst- 

mann to the post of City Auditor. 
AFL Educational League leaders 

made no effort to conceal their dis- 


Lappointment over the failure of four 


other candidates endorsed by the 
League: Albert Braga, who ran for 
City Council from District 6, against 
incumbent Cliff Rishell; Frank 


| Linotti, who ran for Councilman-at- 


Large against incumbent Fred Mor- 
com; and Mrs. Dorothy Campau and 
John Ware, who ran for places on 


the Board of Education. 


As the returns 
League leaders 


came in, 
expressed disap- 
pointment concerning these four 
defeats, and congratulated Hughie 
Rutledge of Painters Local 127, who 
had opposed the endorsements made | 
by the AFL League, and had fought 
for the return to office of Council- 
men Youell and Rishell, who carry 
cards in the Painters Union 

Following were the unofficial re 


AFL | 


turn available as The Labor Jour- 
nal went to press: 
CITY COUNCIL 
Councilman No, 2 
Frank J. Youell 33,611 
Harry R. Payne 15,628 
George D. Leydecker . 12,621 
| Councilman No, 4 
William J. McCracken 25,625 
Florence I. Fletcher 22,103 
Marion W. Botta 12,016 
Councilman No. 6 
Clifford E. Rishell 33,591 | 
» ALBERT H. BRAGA 18,622 
| Helen Conde 11,692 
Councilman-at-Large 
Fred N. Morcom 22,422 | 
Enrico Dell ‘Osso 9.907 
William N. Finn . 7,017 | 
FRANK FE. LINOTTI 5,618 | 
Fred Breckenridge . 5,020} 
Leo W. Cumbelich - 3,947 
Vart A. Neher . 2,066 
Filomena Goelman 2,054 
Clarice A. Soeth 1,960 
City Auditor 
RUSSELL HORSTMANN | 38,333 
Ray O. Waring 19,340 
BOARD OF EDUCATION | 
Director No. 1 
C. Stanley Wood 40,390 
DOROTHY N. CAMPAU ....11,898 | 
Leila L. Thompson ~... 6,321 | 
Director No. 2 
OTTO H. HIEB 50,080 
Director No. 3 (Short Term) 
Cora A. Riser 36,193 | 


JOHN W. WARE = 18,588 
Director No. 3 (Full Term) 
Cora A. Riser 37,473 


JOHN W. WARE 
Director No. 4 
CHARLES W. 34,7638 
Francis A 20,650 
The names run in capital letters | 
in the above 


18,378 


FISHER ... 


Roberts 


list of returns are those 


endorsed by the AFL Educational 
League | 

Councilman Wiiliam J. MeCrack- 
en will face Mrs. Florence I. Fletct 
er in the runoff election May 17; 
and Councilman Fred N. Morcom 
faces Enrico Dell 'Osso in the same 
runoff election 

Following were the unofficial re 
turns on the proposal to exempt 
emergency patrolmen in the police 
department by January 1, 1948, and 
now on duty, from age requirements 
for taking Civil Service examina 
tions; and on the proposal to raise 
the City Auditor's salary! 
AGE EXEMPTION 

For 44.441 

Against 13,287 
AUDITOR SALARY 

For 22.748 | 

Against 54,013 

Total votes cast in the city of 
Oakland were about one-third of 


the registration of 194,875. 


EDITOR'S COMMENT 


As the 


above news story makes 
clear, organized labor scored one 
gain in the election, but on the | 
whole it would be silly for us to] 
claim that we consider the results | 


a triumph for our AFL 
League. 

The plain and painful truth is, we 
took some bad lickings. 

The voters were apathetic, and 
we failed to get them to shake off 
that apathy. Only a small percent- 
age went to the polls, 


Educational | 


We accept the verdict of the 
(Continued on Page 2) 
Note of Thanks 
To all of Don's. friends who so! 


sincerely offered words of comfort 
and sympathy may we say a grate- 
ful thank you, and for the beauti 
ful floral offerings to him who so 
deeply appreciated lovely flowers 
we are deeply and sincerely appre 
ciative. 

Mrs. Don Witt and family | 


| Berkeley Painters No. 


| gress 


| guard!” 


|on the quality 
| essays on 
| fight 


St. 
| 


Thirteenth Annual 
State Conference 
Held by Painters 


A host of local labor union rep- 
resentatives, along with General 
Organizer Al King and Special Or- 
ganizer Jack Kopke of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Painters, 
returned home a week ago this last 
Monday, from San Diego where 
they had been attending the 13th 
annual State Painters’ Conference. 

Those from the East Bay included 
John Warner, Representative of 
40, Delegate 
Lou Jorning of Painters No. 127, 
Clarence, Vezey, Secretary of Dis- 
trict Council No. 16, Floyd Peasley, 
Secretary of No. 127, Ed Parriot, 
Representative of Glaziers Union 
No. 169, J. Warner and Les Moore, 
Representative of Auto and Ship 
Painters Union No. 1176 and Hughie 
Rutledge, Representative of Paint- 
ers Union No. 127. 

All agreed that the highlight of 
the convention was the remarks 
and interest shown in the Painters 
recently won “employer-paid hos- 
pitalization plan” which provides 
for wide-coverage and _ protection 
for the union painters. This section, 
it was reported, was unique in build- 
ing trades contracts and much 


praise was given to the local paint- | 
ers’ unions, and their employers, for | 


effecting this needed contractual 
coverage. 

As a result of the above, a reso- 
lution was passed asking all paint- 


} ers unions throughout the State to 


endeavor to 

tection for 
Other 

covering 


institute similar 
their members. 

resolutions, 
unemployment 
were referred to the legal 
ment of the Conference for advice 
and action. General Legal Counsel 
I. B. Padway rendered a fine report 
on the activities of the present Con- 
as did General Vice-President 
Joe Clarke, of the Internaitonal, 
who also gave valuable advice which 
added up to “Keep America on 
30th of these addresses will 
be printed at a later date if possible. 

Also noteworthy was the fact that 
two union delegates who refused 
to sign the non-Communist affida- 


pro- 


depart- 


vits required by the State Confer- | 
ence by-laws, were refused admit- | 
tance, 


Shoop in Note to 


‘SS. F. Paint Makers 


ATTENTION: SAN FRANCISCO 
PAINT AND BRUSH MAKERS OF 
LOCAL, No. 1075! 


In behalf of the 


local we 


Brush Makers of 
our wish to publically ex- 
press our thanks for the assistance 
of our Organizer, Brother Jack Kop- 
in achieving an Agreement, that 
think under the 

stances the that could be 
had. Vacation conditions have been 
improved and the w rates have 
been provided so as to reopen them 
next June. We sincerely hope that 
business conditions will warrant a 
wage increase at that time 

As for the Paint Makers we are 
at present in negotiations 
new Agreement with all employers 
of this industry. 

A new shop 
our list by 
with a 100% vote. 

We appeal to all members and 
friends to notify our office when 
ever they know of a related indus- 
try that has not yet been organized 

Remember our regular meeting 
Friday, April 22, 1949. Please attend. 

Fraternally yours, 
PAINT AND BRUSH 
MAKERS UNION No 
J. R. SHOOP, 
Secretary- 


ke 
we 


is best 


age 


for 
for 


added to 
election 


been 
shop 


has 
a Union 


1071 


Tr 


easurer 


Edna Lallement a Judge 
In Cancer Essay Contest 


Edna Lallement, first vice-presi- 
dent of the Central Labor Council, 
is one of the five judges named by 
the Cancer Fund Committee to pass 
of 25-word or 
the theme: “We 
cancer because. — 

Judges beside Edna Lallement 
are: Col. C. C. Herrick, managing 
director of the Veterans Adminis- 
tration Hospital, Oakland; Rabbi 
William M. Stern of Temple Sinai; 
Mayor Laurance Cross of Berkeley, 
who also is pastor of North Brae 
Community Church, and the Rt 
Rev. Monsgr. Richard Hammond of 
Anthony's Church, 


must 


| 
particularly 
insurance, | 


Paint Makers 
Negotiating 
New Contract 


Paint Makers Local 1101 has held 
a negotiating session with the em- 
ployers on changes wished by the 
union in the contract, which expires 
| May 31. 

The union is asking for a better 
| clarified seniority system, two more 


| paid holidays, a welfare fund ade-| tional 


N othing 
Porsonal 


if 


Notes on the cuff... Writing a 
column the morning after you have 
taken a thumping at the polls is 


| certainly quite different from writ- 


ing one on say November 3, 1948 

. what a thumping it was..e 
with only about 40% of the regis- 
tered voters taking the time to get 
to the polis... the outcome of 


| the election was never in doubt 


quate to provide medical care for a | 


worker and his immediate family, 
and a 12% wage increase. 

The basic scale for women is now 
$1.19 an hour; the scale for men 


ranges from $1.39 to $1.89, with the | 


| average about $1.46%. 
Employers so far, 
| tional Representative Jack Kopke, 
have shown very little inclination to 
discuss adjustments in the contract. 
The employers are organized in the 
Golden Gate Paint Club, which is 
represented in negotiations by Unit- 
ed Employers, Inc. 

The negotiations cover both sides 
of the Bay. On the San Francisco 
side Paint Makers Local 1071 is par- 
ticipating. 

The industry has slacked off 
somewhat with the recent decline in 

| building operations. Some of the 
| paint makers are working only 35 
| hours a week instead of the regular | 
40 hour week. Others have been laid | 
off. 


Child Rescued 
From Drowning 
By News Driver 


Bill Baker, 


of 2137 San An- 


tonio avenue, an Oakland Tribune} 


circulation employe, member of 
Newspaper Drivers Local 96, re- 
ceived much praise last week for 


| 


BILL BAKER 


his rescue of 7-year-old Constantine 
Paningiris. 


The boy's father, Nick G. Panin- 
giris, 32, of San Francisco, lost his 


life while trying to save the child 


| Ed 


present circum- | 


ai) 


less | 


in the Russian river near Guerne- 
ville bridge. Bill Baker leaped in 
and saved the boy, but attempts to 
| rescue the father failed. 

Clancy, business 
of Local 96, says 
has received many congratulations 
from his fellow unionists for the 
courage and quickiness of mind he 
displayed. 

The picture of Baker run 
The Lz Journal through 
courtesy of the Tribune, 


representa- 


tive that Baker 


is 


by 
the 


rtbor 


Delegates Challenged by 
Shipyard Laborers 886 
To Equal Their Record 


The delegates to the Central La- 
bor Council Monday night heard a 
challenge to show what they were 


ge 


says Interna-| 


| 


from the first reporting precinct ..« 
However, the majority AFL Educa- 
League, did elect one man 
on the School Board, which is a 
start and while their other en- 
dorsed candidaes finished far, far 
behind there were a few salient 
facts that came out of Tuesday's 
debacle ,.. as far as we are con- 
cerned, 
xkkk 


City Auditor Russ Horstmann was 
returned to office by a thumping 
majority and yet by the almost 
same thumping majority the people 
of Oakland kicked him in the teeth 
for a very moderate and well de- 
served pay boost ... City Auditor 
Horstmann commands the respect 
and admiration of every civic mind- 
ed citizen, yet he has as we under- 
stand it employes in the Auditor’s 
department that draw down more 
money than the top man. It’s a sad 
commentary on the generosity of 
| the people of Oakland that year 
| after year they have unequivocally 
turned down a small wage increase 
for this deserving city official. 


It also seems that our labor peo- 
ple, by their apathy in not turning 


| xe 


out to vote don’t realize the tie-up 
between a city election and its 
ramifications as far as the state 
and national picture is concerned 
... While it might seem of little 
importance, a city election is in 
many ways more important than a 
state or national election and only 
once in the past umpteen years our 
people realized that... Any elec- 
| tion, regardless of how small or un- 
important it may seem has its 
large place in the general over all 
| picture and we of labor must realize 
that.and “te necordingly. 
xk ® 

| We also would like to state that 
the officials of the Painters Union 
No. 127 who carried on a campaign 
in the AFL for their two members 
| were very much in evidence as the 
results were coming in... Hughie 
Rutledge, Tiny Breakfield, Herb 
Albers and Blackie Miller were all 
present Tuesday night at the City 
Hall and to their credit were very 
| gracious in the whopping victory 
| scored by their two favorite sons. 


that the “Control” of the Labor 


| ... We believe we can assume now 


| movement 


has moved from the 


| Building Trades Office to that of 


Painters Union No. 127 and we will 
have a new boss in the person of 
Hughie Rutledge ... We trust 
that Hughie, in his graciousness will 
be able to at least let us escape with 
a small fine for those “tickets” that 
we invariably pick up for overpark- 
ing on occasions. 


} xe 


| the victors... 


We also would like in conclusion 
express our congratulations to 
We opposed them as 
vigorously as we could and if the 
election was to be held again next 
Tuesday, we would do the same... 
The people of the city of Oakland 
have made their choice . . Asa 
democratic majority they have de- 
cided who they want to run the city 
and the School Board and as a 
citizen of this great country of ours 
we have always abided by the 
choice of the majority ... We don't 
expect to change this time, though 
disappointed we be in the election 
results They have the duties 


to 


| of running the City for the interests 


of al the people ... We wish them 
well and trust they will do a good 
| Job for their elected terms, 


‘Building Trades Council 
Head Warns on Hot Cargo 


, | 
doing besides talking about getting} 


bill 
was hurled 
delegate from Ship- 


the slave-labor, Taft-Hartley 
repealed, The challenge 
by Harry Miller 


yard Laborers Local 886, who felt 
that Labor's Political Education 
Committee of his union has done 


enough to be justified in asking the 


should buy their own cards instead 
| of asking them to supply them, ac- 
cording to Miller. 


| other 


The Building Trades Council 90 
received the following letter from 
F. A. Lawrence, president of the 
State Building Trades Council: 

The anti-labor forces of this State 
having succeeded in passing 
through the Senate S. B. 1066, an- 
“Hot Cargo” bill, are now 


| making a final and frantic effort 


question 

To date they have bought, dis- 
tributed, had signed and maiied 
15,000 postcards to Senators and | 
Congressmen from this area. They | 
| feel that no union can do too 
much and wish to continue the 
fight but feel that other unions 


The union is presently continuing | : 
| ure, which Was declared unconsti- 


its campaign to get shipbuilding for 
the West Coast and the resulting 
jobs for their members. In 
campaign they have sent or dis- 
tributed to other unions for signa- 
tures over 24,000 postcards 

No other union 
parable activity. 


OAKLAND DEVELOPMENT 
Council, with labor, business, and 
Government represented on is 
to be appointed by Mayor 
with unanimous approval 
ae cn 


it, 
Smith, 
of City 


Be Sure To Sign The Oakland Freeholders’ Petition! 


this | 


to have the bill passed by the As- 
sembly. 

It absolutely imperative that 
the Council and all of its affiliated 
local unions promptly contact their 
Assemblyman by letter and, if pos- 
sible, in person, and point out to 
him the necessity of having this bill 
defeated. 

The bill contains many of the un- 
constitutional features of the meas- 


1s 


tutional by the State Supreme Court 
last year, 
For your own good and the wel- 


| fare of the State of California, do 
|not delay, but act immediately. 


reported com-|— 


ATTENTION! 


‘Bakery and Confectionery 


Workers, Local 125! 


| Beginning with the month of 
| April, the non-attendance fines for 
{union meetings will be changed 
|from $1 to 50 cents. 


Yours fraternally, 


HENRY SIMPSON, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 


nannies 


- 


DRESSING ROOM CHATTER 


(Theatrical Employes B-82) 


The third and final meeting of 
the month will be held tomorrow, 
Saturday, April 23rd at 10 a.m. in 
the meeting hall on-the floor above 
the business office. 


A recent visitor to the business 
office was International Represen- 
tative Roy Brewer, as coincidence 
would have it we had just com- 
pleted the following on Brewer and 
he confirmed the accuracy of the 
statements. 

Your attention is directed to an 
article titled “Labor’s Anitdote for 
Communism” by Victor Riesel and 
Murray Kempton which appeared 
in a recent edition of North Amer- 
ican Labor. Although space limita- 
tions prohibit reproduction of the 
article in its entirety, all I. A. mem- 
bers will be imterested because of 
the insight it gives of the work done 
by International Representative 
Roy Brewer in the Hollywood situ- 
ation, which directly or indirectly 
has some effect on all locals within 
the Alliance. 

In giving a thumbnail sketch of 
their subject the authors write: Roy 
Brewer was born on August 9, 1909 
in the little town of Cairo, Nebraska 
just a few miles from the home- 
stead of his paternal grandfather, 
who had migrated from Vermont 
shortly after the civil war. 
mother was born at Scotia, Nebras- 
ka in a dugout on the homestead of 
her father who also settled there 
after the War between the States. 

At 12 he had his first contract 
with the motion picture industry 
when he got a job as a rewind boy 
and relief operator in a _ small 
Sutherland, Nebraska, theatre. 
When the family moved to Plain- 
view the 14-year old boy got a job 
in a regular exhibition house as a 
“movie” operator. And so it went 
until in 1927 Roy went to work at 
the ultra modern Grand Island 
Capitol Theatre. 

But he spent much of his time, 
despite his new and good job, or- 
ganizing the projectionists in Cen- 
tral Nebraska—for about the next 
12 years during which he was ac- 
tive in the Nebraska labor move- 
Ment. 

In 1933 at the age of 23, Brewer 
had become President of the Ne- 


“INSIDE NEWS 


His | 


. 


braska State Federation of Labor 
making him the youngest important 
labor leader of his time. 


There were some interruptions— 
and in 1937 he was again elected 
Nebraska state president and 
launched an extensive organization- 
al drive which wound up with most 
of Nebraska’s industrial plants un- 
ionized. And which saw the State 
Federation of Labor grow from a 
small and unimportant factor in the 
state to a strong outfit of more 
than 30,000 members. Today, despite 
|; the Communist propaganda which 
has him living off the wealth of 
Hollywood (which a horde of left- 
ists have done for years) Brewer 
earns $125 a week as IATSE repre- 
sentative. Believing that you can’t 
beat a horse with no horse Brewer 
is actively doing his bit for better 
management-labor relations, so that 
the Commies won't again be able to 
exploit bitter strikes and chaos, 

To help the AFL specifically and 
labor generally he has organized 
the 25,000 AFL movie studio tech- 
nicians into a Hollywood Film 
Council to turn out labor movies. 

To help keep the intellectuals 
straight, has supported the importa- 
tion into Hollywood of such liberal 
thinkers and lecturers as Arthur 
(Darkness at Noon) Koestler, de- 
spite threats on Koestler’s life. 

This is the record of Roy Brewer, 
the man the comrades have tried 
to smear. The union gets him at 
$125 a week, and the movie industry 
gets him for nothing—although he’s 
worth his weight in uranium. 

Up and down the aisle... An 
unfortunate slip of a typewriter, 
changed the meaning of one little 
item we ran last week, which an- 
nounced that George Leisander had 
left the relief door job at the Cen- 
tral after having suffered a stroke. 
However by changing the “‘o” to “i”, 
it appeared that George had left 


; report that everything is still peace- 
ful on the Central front and we 
wish George a quick recovery... 
Pat Walker and Helen Kalhagen, 
helping out at the Roxie during the 
terrific opening of “Little Women,” 
while their regular job at the Es- 
quire was temporarily deleted due 
to the extensive alterations ... The 
Fox-Oakland crew looking mighty 
sharp in the new uniforms 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 


THE TORCH CLUB 


Is THE NEAREST BAR 
TO THE AFL 


LABOR TEMPLE! 


ORCHESTRA EVthY 


LOTS OF ROOM 


BRING THE GANG AFTER 


THE MEETING! 
8 
GOOD DRINKS 


FRIENDLY SERVICE 


2229 
BROADWAY 


SATURDAY NIGHT 


OUR SPECIALTY 
All Types of 


Sea Food 


We Serve the Choicest Liquors and Drinks 


Adrien Chanquet 


PIRATES DEN 


21st and Broadway 
Oakland, California 


Telephone Highgate 4-6743 


y] 


Ser ven 
|TON 
FRESH — Prepared In 


. OLymp 


TONI CAMMARATA......... 
FRANK CAMMARATA... 
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DELICATESSEN 


OUR SPECIALTY PIZZA 


4625 SHATTUCK AVENUE 
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PIZZERIA AND 
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Our Own Kitchen Daily 


ie 3-1813 
OAKLAND 


...Waitresses Locai 31 
Painters Local 127 


T & D Theatre 


Starts Wednesday, April 20: 


The inside story of a great U.S. 
criminal investigation 


“UNDERCOVER MAN" 


—— h— 
GLENN FORD - NINA FOCH 
—Companion Hit— 


“MUTINEERS"” 


—With— 

Jon Hall and Adele Jergens 
Also at the 
BERKELEY THEATRE 
Berkeley, Starting Wednesday, 
April 20 


Esquire Theatre 


Starting Wednesday, April 20: 
Exciting Adventure. Zane Grey's 


“RED CANYON” 


—Starring— 

Ann Blyth, Howard Duff 
(Radio’s Sam Spade) 
and George Brent 
—2nd Feature— 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
exciting drama 


“KIDNAPPED” 


With Roddy McDowall and 
Sue England 


Roxie Theatre 
SECOND BIG WEEK: 


MGM’s new Technicolor 
production 


“LITTLE WOMEN” - 


—Starring— 

June Allyson - Peter Lawford 
Margaret O’Brien 
Elizabeth Taylor - Mary Astor 
—Extra Added Attraction— 
BUGS BUNNY 


“HIGH DIVING HARE” 


Technicolor Cartoon 


Paul Burnett and Art Rossetti 


NEW LUCKY’S 


Featuring Charcoal Broiled Steaks 
and Italian Dishes 


Fine Liquors 
2230 TELEGRAPH AVENUB 
OAKLAND 
Telephone Highgate 4-5708 


The OMAR 
Cocktail Lounge and Restaurant 


Featuring 
STEAK DINNERS 
MANUEL JARDIN, Prop. 
2086 BROADWAY - OAKLAND 
TEmplebar 2-0568 


419 FIFTEENTH STREET 
OAKLAND 


The Best Chinese and American 
Dishes at Moderate Prices 


PAY CHECKS CASHED 


TYE’S 


NINTH_AND BROADWAY 
UNION HOUSE 


; due to a strike. We are happy to} 
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of A. F. of L. LABOR UNIONS and 
AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS 


Manuel Gonsalves in from the Pal- 
ace to take a withdrawal ... An- 
other old timer preparing to come 
back into the fold, in the person of 
Agnes “Babe” Skinner, who after 


leaving the Northwest a few jumps | 


ahead of the quake, says there is 
no place like California. 


7 
OFFICE NOTES, LOCAL 29 


Attention of the members is called 
to the fact that at the next regular 
membership meeting at 1918 Grove 
street, Oakland, at 7:30 p.m. Wed- 
nesday, April 27, there will be nomi- 
nation and election of a secretary- 
treasurer, due to the resignation 


lowing the last. union meeting on 
April 13 in Richmond. 

President Briley has appointed 
Marilyn Anglin to fill the vacancy 
until the election. 

All Union Members have been 
notified by post card that voting 
will take place at the two regular 
membership meetings in Apyil for 
the office of Executive Board. The 
Richmond meeting voting will al- 
ready have been held by the time 
this paper is issued, however, any 
one who has not voted at Richmond 


ing in Oakland on April 27, at 1918 
Grove Street, between the hours of 
7:30 p.m, and 9:00 p.m, 

The Olympic Press agreement has 
finally been negotiated, a wage in- 
crease having been received rang- 
ing between $3 and $4 per week. | 

We are being assisted in the Cali- 
fornia Steel Products negotiations 
by the Contra Costa Labor Council, 
Welders and Burners Local 681 and 
Boilermakers Local 39. 

At the American News Company, 
the employers have offered an in- 
crease of 7 cents per hour, which 
proposal has been accepted by the 
industry members. This is waiting 
final ratification of the union before 
the contract is signed. 

An informal meeting was held 
with the recently organized Oak- 
land Sheet Metal Supply Company 
and a representative of the National 
Labor Relations Board. The Com- 
pany is to make up their mind this 
week as to whether they will, agree 
to a Consent Authorized Election. 

Two additional unions have signed 
our Standard Trade Office, Agree- 
ment—Plumbers Local No. 444 and 
Welders and Burners No. 681. 

A shop stewards’ dinner was held 
at Bertola’s restaurant Wednesday 
evening, April 20. The dinner com- 
menced at 6 p.m., and the meeting 
opened at 7:30 p.m. There will be 
a further report in the next issue 


| dren here and who have @ cooper- 
from that office of Melba Bell fol- | 


| group of individuals can be placed 
is urged to vote at the regular meet- | 
| 


of The Labor Journal. 

Temporary Chairman Lillian El- 
ner called the first meeting of the 
Organizing Committee, for Local 29, 
on Tuesday, April 12, to outline or- 
ganizing plans, 
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STROKES FROM THE BRUSH 
OF LOCAL 127 


By HUGHIE RUTLEDGE 


The following brothers on the 
sick list at the present time: Gil- 
bert Archuleta, S. .Baldaramus, 
Hugh Calloway, Walter Davison, E. 
H. Fullmer, Oren Ferguson, Emil 
Falk, James Glendon, Gilbert Hack- 
inson, J. L. Hoffman, Walter Jack- 
son, Virgil Johnson, F. H. Klecker, 
Rollin Maurice, C. R. Mansir, L. A. 
Monette, J. McAdams, Roy Par- 
man, Gust Strom, Ray Shearer, 
Harry Thomas, Harold Tarp, J. F. 
Torrey, Lester Van Landinghom, 
and the old master, Curley Rhue. 
Curley was bothered with a slight 
touch of flu but will be O.K. The 
reason for this special mention is 
because in our twenty-five years of 
friendship I have never known Cur- 
ley to have one day’s sickness. 
WORK CONDITIONS 

Work has picked up well during 
the past week with nearly all the 
brothers back on the job. As this is 
written (Wednesday) we have only 
8 or 9 men still on the unemployed 
list. With a great many large proj- 
ects opening up, it looks like a 
good summer for our members. 

Our health and sickness insur- 
ance clause which was granted by 
the arbitrators in our new agree- 
ment has not as yet been fully 
worked out. Since the award was 
made it seems as though quite a 
few companies suddenly became in- 
tensely interested in getting this 
business but we understand from 
our insurance committee that the 
Western States Life, who carries 
our group disability, is still far out 
in the lead in their proposals. As 
soon as this policy is approved we 
intend to print the full outline in 
this journal. 

ELECTION NEWS 
We are happy to report to the 
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Cheaper Than You 


SOUP DU JOUR 
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members what you probably are al- 
ready aware of, that our two can- 
didates for the City Coungil, Broth- 
ers Youell and Rishell, went over 
with a bang at the primary held 
Tuesday. It was unfortunate that 
Brother Roberts of the Butchers’ 
union did not quite make the grade. 
However, the election did certainly 
clear up a few points that thé s- 
trict Council of Painters had main- 
tained all along. 

The old rule or ruin method of 
labor selecting its slate of candi- 
dates must be dispensed with in the 
future. Those of us who have our 
homes here, are raising our chil- 


ative spirit in the community wel- 
fare believe that labor will go far- 
ther if we take the rest of the citi- 
zenry into our thoughts. 

A selfish attitude whereby we de- 
mand everything for our own wel- 
fare without the consideration of 
the rest of the populace can only 
result in our eventual downfall. 

We must strive to place in nom- 
ination those candidates who have 
the best interests of the city as a 
whole at heart. We must remember 
that no individual or any small 


in office with the idea that the rest 
of the populace is not entitled to 
any consideration. Our two elected 
candidates believe in this principle 
of democracy and will give fair and 
impartial consideration to any pro- 
posals submitted to the council but 
again we reiterate that they will 
not now, or ever have, will take dic- 
tation from a small group of min- 
ority individuals parading under the 
non-de-plume of labor leaders. We 
wish our two members in the Gity 
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Union Teachers 


Hi, dear reader. We're still ding- 
ing away about those bills now un- 
der consideration at the state leg- 
islature. A lot of them concern the 
lives of all of us, and we hone that 
every local central council will write 
your representatives and senators 
and let them know where you 
stand. 

Assembly Bill 2120, Dunn bears 
the name of Assemblyman Dunn, 
Chairman of the Assembly Educa- 
tion Committee. Dunn is a pro-labor 
stalwart of the AFL in the Assem- 
bly, a dues paying Painter from the 
Alameda Local. ‘ 

AB 2120 relates to apportionment 
of state funds for school support. 
Increases the foundation program 
of school support in elementary 
school districts of 100 or more from 
$145 to $185; high school with 300 
average daily attendance or more 
from $175 to $210; Junior College 
from $200 to $225. ; 

All teachers, union and non-union, 
favor this bill. All the administra- 
tors, principals, superintendents are 
for it. . 

Only a few years ago the people 
of the state of California by use 
of the initiative overwhelmingly 
voted in favor of increased support 
for schools. At the time we felt 
pretty good about it. 

But then what happened? Comes 
the inflationary spiral. What does 
a pound of meat cost as compared 
with a pound of meat a few years 
back? You know the answer to that. 
What do school supplies, equipment, 
buildings cost now as compared 
with a few years back? They’ve 
gone up too, like nearly everything 
else. 

What to do about it? It takes 


Council every success in their new 
term of office. 


‘WATCH IT” WITH WATCHMAKERS 


By GEORGE F. ALLEN 


As I.previously reported. the 
picket line was established at 
Brown’s Credit Jewelers in San 
Bruno, last Saturday. 

There is no doubt but that the 
picket line is affecting Brown’s 
business, because of two steps he 
has taken up until Monday, the sec- 
ond day the picket line was in ac- 
tion. 

Brown asked the assistance of the 
San Bruno Chamber of Commerce 
in removing the picket line, and at 
the present writing I have held one 
meeting with the secretary of the 
San Bruno Chamber of Commerce. 
Brown has also appealed to, the 
Superior Court in Redwood City for 
an injunction to have the picket line 
removed, This latter action was an- 
ticipated by the union. 

Brown is claiming that the watch- 
maker in the store is in business for 
himself because he is working on a 
60/40 basis. For this reason Brown 
says we have no right to picket the 
store. 

I believe the outcome of. the court 
hearing will have a great bearing 
on the settlement of the contro- 
versy. 

Any member who may be avail- 
able for picket duty and who is 
desirous of putting in a couple of 
hours picketing, should call the un- 
ion office. 

I shall keep you posted on the 
progress of this situation. 
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CARPENTERS’ AUXILIARY No, 160 


Carpenters’ Ladies’ Auxiliary No. 
160 held their regular executive 
meeting at the home of Agnes EIl- 
zig. Agnes outdid herself in the way 
of a most delicious luncheon of 
baked ham, sweet potatoes, vege- 
tables, hot rolls topped off with ice 
cream and home-made cake. Need- 
less to say all did justice to all these 
very tasty dishes. It was hard to 
settle down to the serious business 
before us after so many good 
things. 

Present were President Jean Kin- 
ney, Financial Secretary-Treasurer 
Flo Bartalini, Secretary Mary Nall, 
Chaplain Esther Dedman, Conduc- 
tress Diana Holder, Pianist Ida Le- 
Roy, Trustee Ruth Thompson, Ag- 
nes Elzig and Press Correspondent 
Mae Bristow... Ruth Thompson 
stayed for lunch but had to leave 
right away. 

President Jean Kinney expressed 
her wishes for the next three 
months in regard to our socials. Her 
ideas meeting with the approval 
of those present they will be recom- 
mended at our business meeting. 

Flo Bartalini gave the Birthday 
dinner committee some information 
she had been able to get in regard 
to places to have our dinner. Com- 
mittee was grateful for her help. 

Foy Wright and her husband are 


entertaining Foy’s sister from Ida- 


Can Cook at Home 


and 
NO DISHES TO WASH 


ANGELO'S $1.50 DINNER 


FRESH GREEN SALAD 


OUR OWN HOME MADE RAVIOLI OR SPAGHETTI 


CHOICE OF TEN ENTREES 


FILET OF SOLE WITH LEMON BUTTER SAUCE 
LARGE EASTERN OYSTERS FRIED 
MEAT BALLS AND SPAGHETTI 
HAMBURGER STEAK 
RAVIOLI AND SPAGHETTI DINNER 
BAKED SHORT RIBS OF BEEF, BROWN GRAVY 
SWEETBREADS SAUTE WITH FRESH MUSHROOMS 


PORK CHOPS, BREADED OR PAN FRIED 
DUTCH OVEN POT ROAST 
FRIED CHICKEN a la ANGELO 
TEA 
DESSERT 


COFFEE 


ICE CREAM 


CAN YOU BEAT A BARGAIN LIKE THIS 
FOR $1.50? 


ANGELO'S 


4307 SAN PABLO, EMERYVILLE 


Open Every Day 


MILK 
CHEESE 

| 
Plenty of Parking Space | 


“It’s a good thing this convention 
| 


more of this deflated money to buy 
what we need. The schools must 
have more money if they are to be 
maintained as well as they were a 
few years back. 

The population of the state in- 
creases rapidly. Every year sees 
many thousands more school chil- 
dren. More money is required to 
properly take care of them. AB 2120 
provides the money required to do 
the job. 

The California State Federation 
of Teachers requests the support of 
all union people in favor of AB 2120. 
Write your representatives at Sac- 
ramento and let them know that 
you favor it, 
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ho. They are also expecting another 
sister from the east. These ladies 
always have a very good time to- 
gether. 

Ida Leroy spent the easter week 
end with her daughter in Ukiah. 
Ida drove up on Thursday. 

Mary Nall is feeling better and 
went sporting with her husband for 
Easter Sunday. 

Our President Jean Kinney en- 
tertained at Easter breakfast for 
a family group. 

‘Bert Shumake is about the same. 
We are hoping to hear of a big 
step toward Wellville for Bert. We 
are all thinking of him and Betty 
and wishing good things for both. 
Do not forget that a call or card 
will help. 

Do not forget that next Friday is 
our regular business meeting. The 
Past Presidents will be honorary 
officers for the evening. 

Do you stop and think when you 
are buying? Do you buy UNION 
whenever you can? This is so im- 
portant for us all. So much is hap- 
pening and so many angles to what 
is happening, that we must stand to- 
gether to be ready for any emer- 
gency. Help each other by buying 
Union goods from Union store and 
clerks. 


MAE A. BRISTOW, 
Press Correspondent 


Support for Commie Line 
Weaker as ILWU Conclave 
Wore on, is Contention 


The California edition of the CIO 
News, which expresses the attitude 
of CIO President Phil Murray as 
opposed to the Harry Bridges line, 
published in a recent issue some 
caustic analysis of the convention 
of the CIO International Long- 
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union: 

The ILWU convention, as 
ever-growing opposition to policy 
statements that fitted too neatly 
into the Communist Party line, For 
instance: 

1—The “catch-all” statement that 
attacked National CIO with phoney 
words about “autonomy,” early in 
the sessions, was adopted by a vote 
of 632'2 to 1142—but only after 
delegates from longshore locals had 


ybe clarified to assure the protection 
of the autonomy of longshore locals 
{rom interference or invasion by the 
International ILWU office. 

2—The statement attacking CIO 


for its move to withdraw from the| 


WFTU brought heated debate, es- 
| pecially from longshore delegates, 
and was passed by a vote of 564 to 
56—the opposition was mounting. 

3—And when, on Saturday, the 
delegates were handed a policy 
statement that attacked the foreign 
policy of the United States, the op- 
position was even greater—515 to 
, 115. 


—mostly from key longshore locals 
—looked to the ILWU top brass like 


{on the wall. It is reported that, 
after the Saturday vote, ILWU sec- 
retary-treasurer Goldblatt blatted 
to Bridges: 


is ending today. If it went on an- 
other week we might be out on the 
street.” 


SAVE 2¢ —BUY 


Mise, 
ites, 
on 


AT YOUR GROCERS 


“MORNING FRESH” 


it | 
moved through a week, revealed an | 


demanded that the policy statement | 


This steadily growing opposition | 


the beginning of the handwriting | 


ANDY JACOBS — Representative 
Andrew Jacobs (D., Ind.) carried 
the ball for Taft-Hartley repeal be- 
fore the anti-labor House Rules 
Committee. The freshman Congress- 
man has made quite a name for 
himself as an expert on labor 
law.—(LPA) 


33 New Machinists 
Get Certificates 
At Mass Ceremony 


Joint Apprentice Committee 


Out in the shops and on the con- 
struction jobs skilled men are being 
made from apprentices under the 
supervision of management and la- 
bor joint apprenticeship committees 
to meet the critical needs of indus- 
try in this area for skilled workers. 

Typical of more than 4000 East 
Bay apprentices in training in 51 
different crafts is Machinist Ap- 
prentice Stephen N. Terry, 24-year- 
old Navy veteran of 1418 Central 
avenue, Alameda, now employed at 
Oliver United Filters, Inc. 

As part of his four years training 
on-the-job Terry will learn to oper- 
ate boring mills, planers, lathes, 
milling machines, and other equip- 
ment required of the machinist and 
in addition will attend night classes 
four hours per week to learn the 
technical phases of the trade such 
as drawing, mathematics, blue print 
reading, etc. 

NEW MACHINISTS 

Thirty-three machinist appren- 
tices will receive State Journeyman 
trade certificates on May 17th at 


meda and Contra Costa counties. 
“We are confronted with a very 
serious problem,” said Wm. Harold 
Oliver, general chairman of the 
apprentice graduation committee, 
“that of training sufficient skilled 
mechanics to meet the growing de- 
mands of our expanding industry as 
well as to replace the older me- 
chanics who are leaving the trade 
upon retirement or death. 

Both labor and management are 
vitally concerned to see that a 
shortage of skilled men does not 
cripple our industry and are work- 
ing harmoniously together to solve 
the problem. More shops have got 
to train more apprentices if we are 
to save thé day,” he said. 
MACHINIST MEMBERS 

Members of the machinist joint 
apprenticeship committee in the 
East Bay are: H. L. Bagnall of 
Moore Dry Dock Company; Floyd 
V. Snodgress, Nordstrom Valve Co.; 
Wm. Harold Oliver, Oliver United 
Filters, Inc.; Roland Poinsett, Uni- 

P. W. Hovey, 
Works; Gordon 
Cameron, Rheem Manufacturing 
Co.; David M. Wilson, Joseph B. 
Callahan, Albert G. Sannebeck of 
the International Association of 
Machinists}! William Van Curen, 
Frank Carvalho, and Frank Drum- 
mond of the East Bay Machinists 
Union, Local 1304, CIO. Assisted by 
representatives of the State Divi- 
sion of Apprenticeship Standards 
and of the local public trade schools 
this apprentice committee sets up 
training standards and supervises 
the apprentices. 


ted Iron Works; 
Hovey Machine 


Bay Factory Employment 
Declines, Feb.-March 


State Govt. Release 
Factory employment in the San 
Francisco Bay Industrial Area de- 
clined approximately 1% percent be- 


tween February and March, Paul | 


Scharrenberg, Director of Industrial 
Relations, announces. Reductions 
in iron and steel products and ship- 
building were primarily responsible 
for a net decrease of 1,700, bringing 


in area manufacturing plants 


the second annual mass graduation 
of apprentices to be held in A 


the number of production workers | 


to} Crease for all employes, and a mini- 


159 MUNICIPAL EMPLOYES in 
Berkeley, hitherto on a provisional 
basis, have been blanketed in to 
civil service. They have been con- 
tinuously employed since Septem- 
ber 1, 1945. Another 145 provisional 
employes must take examinations. 


$1,000,000 RELIEF BUDGET for 
Alameda county has been exhausted, 
and another $500,000 will have to be 
found fer indigent aid to complete 
the fiscal year. 


SUGAR BEET WAGE must be 
same as last year, if producers are 
to qualify for Government subsidy 
payments, says U. S. Agriculture 
Dept. 


ARIZONA LABOR JOURNAL 
sets an example for concise political 
comment: “Governor Garvey batted 
out a political home run and then 
ran the wrong way around the 
bases.” 


WATERFRONT EMPLOYERS 
have asked CIO President Philip 
Murray to carry out his guarantee 
of performance by the ILWU of 
the present contract, and to take 
action in the refusal of longshore- 
men to load the Panamanian 
freighter Don Anselmo. Sam Kagel 
as waterfront arbitrator has already 
ruled that refusal to work the ship 
violates the contract. Union claims 
U. S. vessels are transferred to 
Panamanian registry to evade our 
laws. 


300 CALIFORNIA AIRPORTS 
are slated for construction under 
the billion-dollar nationwide plan 
announced by the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration. A total of 4977 air- 
ports are involved nationally. 


ADEQUATE TRAIN SERVICE 
on the Bay bridges should be sup- 
plied, even if Key System has to 
be purchased by the Toll Bridge 
Authority to do it, says an action 
by the Bay Area Transportation 
League now submitted to S. F. Su- 
perior Judge Shoemaker. 


BAY AREA TRANSIT Commit- 
tee has agreed on the type of or- 
ganizational structure desired if the 
Legislature should grant districts 
permission to organize rapid transit 
authorities, 


7,641,737 BIGGER BUDGET for 
fiscal year beginning July 1 is asked 
by Mayor Robinson of S. F. than 
for current fiscal year. New budget 
would be for $135,782,435, breaking 
all records. An 84-cent jump in the 
tax rate, which is now $6.09, is an- 
ticipated. 


RANDALL F. DICKEY, Assem- 
blyman for Alameda, GOP floor 
leader in the Assembly, claims Gov- 
ernor Warren commented on Dick- 
ey’s water pollution program bills 
without knowing “what he’s talking 
about.” 


WAREHOUSE LOCAL 6 of the 
ClO is asking a 15-cent hourly 
across the board increase for men 
and 2214 cents for women in the 
reopening of its contract for wage 
discussion. The local claims about 
12,000 members in the Bay Area. 
Present minimums are $1.3744 for 
men, $1.20 for women. 


BERKELEY WOMAN JUDGE, 
Marion J. Harron, nominated by 
President Truman for another 12- 
year term on the Tax Court of the 
U. S. in Washington, is meeting 
in vigorous style criticism by law- 
yers protesting the reappointment, 
She says that of her 529 rulings, 
only 20 have been reversed, and 
that since the majority of lawyers 
appearing in her court are not 
specialists in the type of cases 
handled, “criticism is to be expected 


from the less understanding mem- 
bers of the bar.” 


HIGHER BUS COMMUTE rates 
will be asked by Pacific Greyhound, 
in addition to the proposed boost 
on long-haul rates, announces Presi- 
dent F. W. Ackerman, 


$66,175 ANNUAL BUS franchise, 
rising to $132,350 in the course of 
five years, has been proposed to the 
city of Oakland by Key System. The 
proposed agreement, still to be pro- 
posed and signed, would be for a 
10-year period, with option for re- 
newal for three 5-year periods, 


CITY EMPLOYES in Oakland be- 
longing to the CIO United Public 
Workers Local 309 have asked the 
City Council for a $25 monthly in- 


104,400 in March. The current level | ™U™ of $255 a month for all physi- 


is 10,000 below March 

Largely as a result 
food products groups other than 
canning, the number of factory 
workers in the nondurable goods 
division rose to 53,700 
from 53,000 in February. Employ- 
ment in these industries this March 
was approximately 3,000 below 
March 1948. 

The number of wage earners in 
apparel plants decreased slightly 
between mid-February and mid- 
March, 

With the exception of the auto- | 
mobile industry, employment in| 
every industry group in the durable | 
goods division declined or remained | 
the same in March. Production 
workers in all durable goods indus- 
tries numbered 50,700 in March, a 
loss of 2,400 from the preceding 
month, The March level was 7,000, 


a year 
of gains in 


| below March 1948 when 57,700 wage 


earners were at work in area du- 
rable goods plants. 


Hospital Rummage Sale 


The Linden Junior Branch of the 
Children’s Hospital of the East Bay 
wil hold a rummage sale Monday 
and Tuesday, May 2 and May 3 at 
2050 University Avenue, Berkeley. 
Hours will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days. 
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: PG&E FRANCHISE in Oakland 
it being hotly debated by the City 
Council and the corporation, 


$25 PER DAY WAGE has been 
fixed for Arthur J. Goard, assistant 
right-of-way agent, for each day he 
is called to work for the city of 
Oakland. * 


ELECTION CLERKS in Tues- 
day’s Oakland election engaged as 
special workers got from $8 to $12 
for a day’s work, Twenty were au- 
thorized, 


$550,000 NET PROFIT was made 
by Matson Navigation Co. during 


| first quarter of 1949, as contrasted 


with a loss of $29,450 for the full 
year 1948, 


500 JOBS for sugarworkers will 
be created by starting up of Potrero 
refinery in S. F. by C & H April 25. 
Plant was formerly called the West- 
ern Sugar Refinery, closed down 
last August when the Spreckels in- 
terests pulled out of refining. It will 
produce 800 tons daily compared to 
the 3000 daily produced at C & H 
plant at Crockett. C & H is owned 
by 28 Hawaii plantations, 


2 EAST BAY TEACHERS were 


| elected to offices in the California 


Elementary School Principals Assn. 
at the annual convention in Santa 
Cruz. Lucille Batdorf of Oakland 
Edison School was made treasurer, 
and John Horning of Berkeley 
Cragmont School was made sgec- 
ond vice-president. 


FLORENCE E. HENTZELL 
topped the list of 6 Oakland City 
Hall employes passing the exami- 
nation for chief telephone operator. 


Much News of Many People! 


Se 


EAST BAY MACHINISTS Local 
1304, CIO, has reached a tentative 
agreement for submission to both 
sides whereby some 300 workers in 
9 plants will have six paid holidays 
a year, but no change in wages, 


PAUL CHOWN, secretary-treas- 
urer of the leftist rebel Alameda 
County CIO Council, and Mrs. Irene 
Kwas, welfare director for that or- 
ganization, went before the Oakland 
City Council recently and made va- 
rious proposals for relieving unem- 
ployment. Mrs. Kwas said there are 
28,000 unemployed in Oakland. 


65 WORLD WAR II veterans 
marched down the main street of 
San Jose last Saturday in protest 
against having to pay their monthly 
instalment on FHA-financed homes 
east of San Jose which were flooded 
during the recent rainy spell, 


HENRY WALLACE plans to have 
three members of foreign parlia- 
ments speak in the Bay Area May 
10 in the course of a tour of 15 U.S. 
cities. They will speak for “peace.” 


SCHOOLSARESAFE from 
earthquakes, if they were built in 
California since the Field Act be- 
came law in 1933, the year following 
the disastrous Long Beach quake, 
says the Northern California Chap- 
ter of the American Institute of 
Architects. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS Lo- 
cal 356 struck 18 shops in Marin and 
Sonoma counties Monday, complain- 
ing employers are paying $2.1715 
an hour instead of the $2.25 agreed 
upon. Employers issued a statement 
atacking Business Agent George R. 
Scott. 

? 

LETTER CARRIERS in S. F. are 
being checked by Postmaster John 
F. Fixa as to whether they’re wear- 
ing the regulation uniform. 


Labor Elects Fisher * 
To School Board 


(Continued from Page 1) 


voters, as expressive of the muni- 
cipal political situation at this time. 
The verdict of those @vho voted, and 
those who stayed home, 

Just as it would be silly for us 
to claim that the election was a 
great victory for us, so would it be 
very silly indeed for us to assume 
that the majority of the voters in 
Oakland have any real access to 
the political facts in the con.munity. 
KNOWLAND MACHINE 
SUCCEEDS 

The Knowland machine, with its 
powerful organ, the Tribune, is the 
chief purveyor of political informa- 
tion to the voters, and this election 
proves that the Tribune intends to 
continue to peddle misinformation, 
and that so far, unless great events 
arouse the electorate, we have no 
effective means of breaking through 
to the people. 

In our editorial column in this 
issue readers will find published an 
open letter to Mr. Knowland, which 
was written and mailed to him be- 
fore the election, discussing the con- 
duct of his paper during this cam- 
paign. 

At this time we merely call at- 
tention to the unfairness of a state- 
ment made by Mr. Knowland’s po- 
litical paper in an editorial the day 
before the election. 
CONTEMPTIBLE TRICK 

In that editorial, published just 
before the election so that no reply 
could be made adequately, Mr. 
Knowland stooped to the following 
contemptible trick: in referring to 
his candidate for one of the Board 
of Education places, he had the 
unfortunate slave who writes his 
editorials say this: “Stanley Wood, 
District No. 1, who is chairman, and 
opposed by an avowed Communist, 
Leila H. Thompson.” 

Of course the fact was, and Mr. 
Knowland well knew it, that the 
principal opponent of Mr. Wood was 
Mrs. Dorothy Campau, a highly re- 
spected leader of the P-TA, against 
whom there has never been a breath 
of suspicion that she is a Commu- 
nist. But by not mentioning her 
4S an opponent to Wood, and owing 
to the fact that both our candidate, 
Mrs. Campau, and the Communist 
candidate were women, Mr. Know- 
land very shrewdly and outrageous- 
ly figured that voters would flock 
to the polls to vote for Wood, vague- 
ly feeling that he was not a Com- 
munist and that some woman who 
was a Communist was running 
against him. 

“LAST MINUTE LIE” 

That trick gets over into the 
category of the famous “last min- 
ute election lie”’ Mr. Knowland’s 
lawyers doubtless assured him that 
since Mrs. Campau wasn’t named, 
and therefore was only slandered 
by indirection, she cannot force Mr. 
Knowland to write an abject letter 
of apology to her, such as Mr. Lind- 
ner of the S. F. Examiner had to 
write to Congressman Havenner, 
another organizer labor candidate 
grossly wronged by a big daily, 

Incidentally, we congratulate Mr. 
Knowland on the pat way he pre- 
dicted the outcome of most of the 
election contests. And who will be 
so wicked as to say that naturally 
he knew the outcome in advance, 
since he was so skilfully manipulat- 
ing the minds of the voters with his 
misinformative sheet? 
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Dr. Rankin Returns to Attack Political Use of 


On Compulsory Health Program 


April 17, 1949. 
Editor, Labor Journal: 

In his reply (The Labor Journal, 
April 1) to-my reasons for opposing 
compulsory “health insurance” legis- 
lation, both State and National, “G. 
W. W.” cites, among other good 
arguments, a news item from the 
London Daily Mail noting the re- 
sults after nine months of experi- 
ence with Britain’s National Health 
Act; the same item, probably, 
headed only “By Edwin Shanke” 
and dated at London, March 14, ap- 
peared in the Berkeley Daily Ga- 
zette, where I saw it. The item 
noted that almost the whole popula- 
tion (98%) had applied for aid 
(chiefly medicines, spectacles, den- 
tal care) under the Plan; that some 
18,000 physicians, out of a total of 
20,000, all 7000 opticians and 14,000 
of 16,000 druggists were  partici- 
pating. 


¥ FOUR POINTS MADE 


Now, G. W. W. asks, in effect, 
‘if so many people are being bene- 
fitted under, and so many doctors, 
dentists and so on “go” for, this 
Plan, why is Dr. Rankin so strongly 
against our setting up something 
like it?’ My answer is this—and I 
wish to stress again that these are 
my opinions, only, based on my ob- 
servation and experience: 


First, it must be remembered 
that the Britains have lacked more, 
than we, here, and for a longer 
time, of the very necessities of life. 

Second, Britain's National Health 
Service is not an insurance’plan; it 
offers free medical care (that term 
covering all related services) to 
anyone in Britain, even to visitors; 
the Government pays all the bills, 
but it collects from all its citizens 
through taxes; the cost has been 
tremendous: $928,510,000 at the end 
of ten months, as against the Health 
Ministry's estimate of $598,700,000 
for nine months. 

Third, with so large a proportion 
of the populace taking advantage of 
the plan, it seems to me likely that 
the professional people 
were compelled to take part, in 
order to retain any clientele; the 
few who stayed out, perhaps, like a 
few of our doctors, have enough in- 
come from other sources to be in- 


dependent of their professional 
activities. 

Fourth, perhaps these comments 
were omitted from the item to 
which G. W. W. refers: “...Hos- 
pitals, always understaffed and 


under-equipped, have waiting lists | 
many times longer than before. 
Doctors complain ‘we are over- 
worked and underpaid.’ Many pa- | 
tients complain ‘we have to wait too | 
long to get treatment’.” 
AN EARLIER PLAN 

Finally, I must admit, the British 
medical-care plan to which I had 
reference was not the present 
“free’-care plan, on which I had 
seen no report until after my letter 
was written; but one started early 
in the world-depression, when let-| 
ters, published in our medical jour- 
nals, from many British doctors, 
mentioned too much restriction on 
prescribing, breakdown of Doctor- | 


Patient relationship, lack of time 
for study, months of waiting for 
payment of fees. Germany's na- 


tional medical-aid was tried about 
seventy years ago, long before any 
Fascist regime was known; like 
that in Britain, later, it failed be- 
cause political interference pre- 
vented the patient’® receiving ade- 
quate treatment. 

It is true, as G. W. W. says, that 
today most doctors’ offices resemble 
assembly lines; one reason is, that, 
in California particularly, the popu- 
lation has grown beyond the num- 
ber of doctors to serve it; another 
reason is, that in many offices the 
secretaries space appointments too 
closely for the doctor to keep up 
with them; but, this fact should be 
kept in mind: that under private 
medicine, as contrasted with the 
Panel system under which the doc- 
tor has to take all the patients 
assigned to him, the doctor stil! can 
select his patients (contrary to a 
widespread belief, there is no law 
which compels any doctor to take a 
‘ease’ that he does not want); 
every doctor still is trying to serve 
well all who come to him; and, he 
still can fit the treatment to the 
patient, instead of having to fit the 


patient to the treatmen as often 
happens under the Paneltype of 
practice, 

COsT OF DRUGS 


It also is true, that prescriptions 
cost more than the same drugs sold 
“over the counter’; the reason be- 
fing, that the druggist has to copy 
the. directions on the label, add the 
doctor’s name and a number, all of 
which takes more time; here, again, 
the doctor writes a prescription to 
fit the patient's needs, ordering av 
particular medicine and giving ex- 
plicit directions for its use, of which 
he can not be sure if he merely 
tell the patient to “ask for such- 
and-such medicine and take it 
thus.” 

By ‘trivial’ complaints, I had in 
mind slight sprains, bruises, vague 
sensations, mostly in the mind, 
which the “patient” can neither | 
localize nor describe to make them 
mean anything to any doctor, Usu- 
ally, we all take care of these things 
for ourselves, but when we believe | 
that the service can be had “free,” 
or is paid in advance, we run to the 
doctor, taking up his time which 
could be used better in treating 


A DIRTY DIG” 

In that connection, T to 
answer, right now, a dirty dig that 
G. W. W. gave us when he asks, 
“Would it prevent by the simple | 
remedy necessary at that time a 
real case of sickness and are they 
interested in long term fees more 
than preventing sickness?” To 
which I give an emphatic NO! I 
grant, it may appear as G. W. W. 
asks, sometimes when the doctor is | 
harried, worn out, worried perhaps | 
by the serious illness of another | 
patient. But no reputable phy sician, 
certainly none of my acquaintance, 
is going to risk the worry, the | 
anxiety which would ensue to him, 
if he knowingly were to allow a 
minor ailment—a slight infectiag, | 
say, or a small injury—to develop | 
into a major catastrophe for the | 

} 
| 
| 


want 


patient, merely in order that the 
doctor might charge a greater fee. 
We would rather spend hours over 
a person with a legitimate but 
seemingly minor disorder, than to | 
let such a situation grow through 
our conscious neglect. To no con- 
acientious physician are such con- 


| Someday I hope to see the tables 


ditions worth any sum of money in 
the world. 

My answer to G. W. W. has gone } 
far afield from the question of com- 
pulsory “health insurance’: it al- 
most has become a treatise on the 
relationship of doctor to patient. 
But G. W. W. has touched upon 
several matters that are little un- 
derstood by laymen: if my disserta- 
tion can help in even slight degree 
to improve the understanding of 
that relationship, then I believe that 
it is a service to American Medicine 
under the system of private enter- 
prise, which, despite anything which 
its critics may say against it (and I 
admit that there even are doctors 
who deny its quality except under 
entire Governmental supervision) 
offers the best medical-care obtain- 
able in the world, 


PROPOSED LAWS 

Now, let us look briefly at the 
proposed compulsory “health insur- 
ance” laws: They specifically reject 
those for whom the need is most 
urgent -—- those with tuberculosis, 
those with mental disease, those 
with incomes too large to allow 
them free care but too small for the 
payment of fees to hospitals and 
doctors. They would add hundreds 
of thousands ef employes, and bil- | 
lions of dollars to the tax-roll (this | 
is acknowledged by proposers i 
the laws). 


Worst of all, these laws, if en- 
acted, will break down the confi- | 
dential doctor-patient relation (the | 
multi-form reports will be read not 
by doctors only but by countless 
secretaries and file clerks in gov-| 
ernment offices). By destroying 
competition among us, which keeps 
us “on our toes,” these laws will 
tend, because under them we shall 
be overworked and over-tired, to | 
make us neglect the keeping abreast 
of developments in medicine (we 
also are human!), By regulation 
and more regulation they will re- 
strict and circumscribe the methods 
and the drugs which can be used, 
until finally they will neutralize 
and make, futile all our efforts at 
treatment of our patients. Also, 
they will prevent free choice of 
physician by the patient. 

These are only my opinions, but I 
am as sure of these statements as I 
am of my own name. 

EDWARD RANKIN, M. D. 


| Stock Beefs Against if 
Community Chest And — 
Refutations of Them | 


| By LEW C. BLIX 
| Chest Labor Liaison Officer 


“BEEF No. 10” 


EXCESSIVE PUBLICITY GIVEN T0 
SOCIETY GROUPS | 


This can probably be termed a 
bi-partisan beef, and there are 
many who might even go so far as 
to term it “silly.” It exists never- 
theless—especially just prior to and 
during campaign periods and is a 
cause for considerable criticism. It 
isn’t an easy beef to explain away 
either because the cause lies in ag- 
gressiveness on one side—and a 
certain amount of apathy on the 
other. 

Nature has provided most of the | 
products of this handiwork with a 
certain amount of ego. It covers a 
large and varied field but is con- 
centrated and emphasized among 
human beings. Everybody, regard- | 
less of color, race, creed of finan- | 
cial standing, likes to hear or read 
something that might be compli- 
mentary about him. How many 
people have you known who will 
buy six or seven extra copies of an 
issue that might carry his picture 
or run a statement that tends to 
inflate his ego? Such practices are | 
not at all uncommon. 
have done this very thing yourself. | 
I know I have. 

The publishing of statements and | 
the printing of photographs also 
tends to act as advertising material 
in the progress of a campaign, They | 
are considered as “news” and the 
papers are anxious to carry them. | 
They have a tendency to encourage 
the enlistment of volunteers too, 
which is very necessary to make 
the campaign a success, If the so- 
ciety groups get more than their 
share of this advertising, it is be- 
cause such groups prepare in ad-/} 
vance for such material. The same 
could apply to any gathering any- 
where. The essential point is that 
something that would interest the 
public must accompany the publica- 
tion of the photograph—or the ari- 
icle. 

It is quite true that organized 
labor hasn't been getting its share 
of this type of publicity in the past, 
but as the interest in civie affairs 
mount, and members of labor de- 
monstrate their desire to share the 
responsibility in carrying the load, 
they are receiving acknowledgment 
of their accomplishments through 
publication of the facts. These will 
grow as interest and progress gains 
impetus within the ranks of labor. 


Perhaps you | 


reversed—with the society groups 
bewailing the fact that the work- 
ers are getting all the publicity. 
That will be an important day to 
me and I shall be most happy to 
see it come—real soon, 


BARNEY MAYS, founder of the 
research and publicity department 
of the State Federation of Labor, 
has resigned from the Fed office, 
and with Fred Breier set up his 
own office as a labor consultant at 
618 Grant building, 1095 Market 
street, San Francisco, 


| incumbent, 
| cumbent, 


| able 
| there 


School Personnel 
Denounced by Ross 


The following letter, dated April 
15, was sent out by Ed M. Ross, 
as president of Alameda County 
Teachers, Local 771, to Oakland 
teachers, protesting against political 
practices followed by school author- 
ities prior to the Oakland election 
Tuesday: : 

From the beginning of its history, 
the American Federation of Teach- 
ers has taken the position that as 
teachers of the democratic way of 
life, we should not only preach the 
democratic processes, but should 
practice democracy to the fullest 
extent in our public school systems. 
It is because of this philosophy 
that we as a teachers’ organization 
have adopted the slogan: “Educa- 
tion for Democracy, Democracy in 
Education.” We have demanded that | 
teachers should have the right to 
join the teacher organization of 
their choice without fear of dis- 
crimination or reprisal; that teach- 
ers should subscribe to charity or- 
ganizations on a free and voluntary 
basis and not through fear; that 
teachers should at all times speak 
up for policies and principles they | 
feel are for the best interest of the 
schools in which they serve. 

The Oakland Chapter has not 
failed to so voice its opinion on 
issues that have arisen in the Oak- 
land Public School system. It will 
continue to practice zealously this | 
right in the future. It has no other | 
purpose than to protect the inter- 
ests of its members and the welfare | 
of the children under its care. We 
feel that we would be derelict in 
our announced purpose if we failed | 
to object to and deplore certain. 
actions which have been taken by 
school personnel in the present | 
Board of Education election, 
“PRINCIPLE VIOLATED” 

In regard to political activity, the 
Federation upholds this principle 
that no individual or group of in-| 
dividuals have the right to use the 
public schools to further their own 
political ambitions. 

This principle has been openly 
and flagrantly violated in this cam- 
paign. Funds have been collected 
from principals and other adminis- 
trators to re-elect the incumbents. 
Principals and teachers have used 
school property and school time to 
campaign for their re-election. 
Classroom teachers have been co- 
erced in many instances into taking 
campaign literature and postcards 
of the incumbent board members. 
The names of incumbents have ap- 
peared in school papers. Sly refer- 
ences as to Communist affiliation 
or to racial origin have been made 
in faculty meetinys, 

The Federation believes that 
teachers as individuals or as groups 
have the civil right to enter polities 
or to support whichever candidate 
or candidates they choose, but we 
do not believe that we have the 
right to use the public school sys- | 
tem in any way in such political 
activity. We believe that it is not} 
only illegal to do so, but is con- 
trary to public opinion as expressed 
in the Hatch Act, which was passed 
to prevent the very thing that is 
happening in the Oakland Public 
Schools— the building up of a poli- 
tical machine among public em-| 


‘the following editorial: 


ployes to maintain incumbents in 
office. 
“NAIVE THEORY” 

The argument that the other can- 
didates have the same privilege of 
soliciting support in the schools is 
open to serious doubt. In what way 
can they come into the schools and 
distribute their material? If this is 
permitted, what becomes of out 
traditional policy of keeping the 
schools out of politics? 

The Federation is not here con-| 
cerned with the qualifications for 
office of either the incumbents or 
their opponents. However, the naive 
theory being advanced that every 
because he is an _ in- 


is irreplaceable and su- 
perior to any opposing candidate is 
highly questionable. It is conceiy- 
that among the candidates | 
might be some who would 
make better members of the Board 
than the incumbents, At least teach- 
ers should have the right of free 
choice, 

The Federation 


of Teachers is 


| forwarding to the Oakland Board of 


Education a request that a definite 
policy be established against the use 
of the public school system or its 


personnel in any political campaign. 


Union Waitress Tells 


‘Jury of Spanking, Asks 


Damages of $50,130 


Miss Ruby Peeler, member of 
Culinary Alliance Local 31, was in 
Superior Judge Agee’s court this 
week pressing a $50,130 damage ac- 
tion before a jury of 10 women and, 
two men. 

Defendant in the case is T. M. 
Harrer, president of the Atlas Pa- 
cific Engineering Company, who re- 
sides in Orinda. 

Miss Peeler told the jury that she 
was injured while working as a 
waitress in a restaurant at 4307 San 
Pablo avenue, Emeryville, where 
Harrer was giving a dinner party. 

Miss Peeler testified that as she 
approached Harrer to get his check 
for the dinner, he knocked the pen- 
cil out of her hair. She backed away 
and picked up the pencil. 

He then, according to her, said, 
“You outsmarted me,” and took her 
over his knees and gave her four 
or five hard licks, 

Miss Peeler said the injuries she 
suffered have caused her to wear a 
spinal brace and caused her diffi- 
culty in her work. 

Harrer admitted that he spanked 
Miss Peeler, but insisted that “we 
were all just kidding.” 


Heated - 


KEllog 4-6407 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
Q 
» 
» 
> 
> 
» 
> 
> 
> 
, 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
» 


From your home to hospital - - - - 
From hospital to yourhome- - - - - 


For service or information, phone 


VV VV VIII III II IIIT II IST OOOO 


ANNOUNCING A NEW 24-HOUR 


Maternity Taxi Service 


Comfortable - New Sedans 


$5.00 
2.50 


4 


ALLDAAAAAAALALAALALAAALALD 


TRinidad 2-2380 


| 


Trib Hands CLC 
To J. Reynolds 


(Editorial) 


The Knowland Tribune in 
Monday issue, the day before the 
Oakland election, referred in one 
of its biased “news” stories to 
“Reynolds’ Central Labor Coun- 
cil.” 

The Labor Journal in its colos- 
sal ignorance had assumed that 
Jack Reynolds was business rep- 
resentative of the Building 
Trades Council, not the Central 
Labor Council. 

But perhaps we're wrong. Per- 
haps, too, the Tribune belongs to 
William Randolph Hearst, and 
Westbrook Pegler writes the 
Knave. Modern life is so confus- 
ing. One can never be certain 
about one’s facts, can one? 


Editor of Labor Journal 
Just a Pal of Knowland, 
People’s World Verdict 


The People’s World, sgokesman 
for the Communists, used to attack | 
the editor of The Labor Journal | 
very often, but had laid off for a 


long time, until finally, on April | 


15, its righteous indignation got so 
stirred up it just couldn’t restrain 
itself any more, and it published 


Splitting actions by AFL and 
right-wing CIO officials have raised | 
the hopes of the Knowland machine 
for a victory in next Tuesday's Oak- 
land nominating election. 

Credit for crippling the anti- 
Knowland juggernaut that won in 
1947 rest# squarely in the hands of 
these anti-Communist, anti-progres- | 
sive “crusaders.” | 

While waging a mock verbal 
battle with the machine, the main | 
slogan of the AFL “leaders” and , 
CIO rumpists has been: ‘Down with 
communism!” 

“Whether we win or lose with 
our candidates in a particular elec- 
tion campaign, we are sure that in 
each campaign the fundamental is- 
sue of no-communism no-Knowland- 
ism gets more and more clearly 
stated. And that in itself is a vic- 
tory,” consoles the AFL’s East Bay 
Labor Journal edited by Louis Bur- | 
gess. 

“BURGESS VICTORY” 

The “Burgess victory” will hardly | 
please Oakland's 25,000 jobless, the 
thousands of families living in 
slums, the Key System strap-hang- 
ers, the small home owners saddled 
wtih heavy tax burdens, the Negro 
workers who are last hired and first 
fired. 

The “Burgess victory” can nly | 
please Joe Knowland. 

Despite this meally-mouthed pre- 
diction of defeat, a victory over the 
machine is still possible next Tues- 
day. 

The Alameda County Joint La- 
bor Committee which piloted labor 


and progressives to a victory in 1947 | 


has endorsed three candidates with 
a program to help solve the prob- 
lems facing rank and file unionists 
and voters. They are William N. 
Finn, Mrs. Helen Conde and Harry 
R. Payne—the only council candi- 
dates with such a program, 


As early as February, progressive | 
eity councilman Vernon Lantz! 


pointed the way to victory 
he offered a basis for 
relationship among 
progressive groups. 

The offer was flatly rejected by 


when 
a working 


AFL political wheel J. C. Reynolds | 


and his cohorts. 


"REYNOLDS RESPECTABLE” 

The rank and file may well pon- 
der Reynolds’ new respectability in 
the eyes of The Oakland Tribune, 
machine mouthpiece. As his reward, 
Reynolds is no longer referred to 
in The Tribune as “Cecil Lee David- 
son alias J. C, Reynolds.” 

The rank and file may well won- 
der whether the fundamental! issue 
is communism, as the obsessed Mr. 
Burgess says, or whether it is win- 
ning a progressive majority on the 
city council to push through the 
program the people voted for in 
1947, 

By comparing 1949 with 1947 the 
rank and file will see that their 
votes belong to theecandidates of 
the Joint Labor Committee, jus as 
they did in 1947, 

By so doing, a victory can yet 
be salvaged from the confusion cre- 
ated by the personally ambitious 
Reynolds and company—and the 


basis can be laid for reforming a} 
mighty army of anti-Knowland 
voters. 


PATRONIZE our ADVERTISERS! 
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ILWU Convention : 
Ends With Bridges 
Still in Control 


The CIO International Longshore- 
men's and Warehousemen’s Union 
completed its convention recently 
with Harry Bridges’ leftist forces 
in control, having won by large ma- 
jorities every major issue which 
came before the gathering. 

On one of the key issues, whether 
or not the ILWU should endorse the 
leftist World Federation of Trades 
Unoins, from which the national 
CIO is withdrawing on the ground 
that it is dominated by Russia, the 
convention voted 564 to 58 in favor 
of the WFTU. 


The convention adopted a resolu- 


tion demanding “a foreign policy | 


based upon people getting along 


with people, a policy which has as | 
|| the West Coast. I will.” 


its aim the developing and strength- 
ening of world unity.” 

James Kearney, right-wing leader, 
insisted that this constituted “a 
Subtle endorsement of Henry Wal- 
lace and his Third Party.” 

(Editor’s note; What was subtle 
about it, Jim?) 

KEARNEY WON’T RUN 

The rightists also lost out on their 
proposal that the union’ quit sup- 
porting the Labor Herald, organ of 
the leftist rebel Councils of the 
CIO, 

There had been reports that Kear- 
ney might run for international 
president against Bridges, but his 
name was not put in nomination. 
However, for the first time in eight 


| years, Bridges will face opposition 


for the post, as Thomas. George, 
president of Portland Local 8, will 
run against him, It was generally 
assumed that this constituted only 
@ nominal threat to Bridges. 
The election will be by 
endum., 
TEAMSTERS MENTIONED 


During the convention note was 
taken of the campaign by Dave 
Beck of the AFL Teamsters to win 


refer- 


‘the allegiance of warehouse locals 


of the ILWU, and Charles Duarte, 
business agent in the East Bay of 
ILWU's “Warehouse Local 6, was 
quoted as saying: 

“If you Teamsters want our mem- 
bers, come down and get them, but 
come down loaded because we will 
be waiting for you.” 

Throughout the convention it was 
made plain that CIO President Phil 
Murray and Northern California 
CIO Regional Director Tim Flynn 
are in complete opposition to the 
line followed by Bridges and his 
fellow leaders of the ILWU. 

Flynn and R. J. Thomas, assistant 
national director of organization for 
the CIO, said that “this is a cal- 
culated and deliberate misstatement 
of fact” in referring to some of 


Bridges’ attacks of the national CIO 
leadership, 


Report To 
Reader Owners 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Honesty the Best Policy 


date politically illiterate Knowland 
Tribune used against us was the 
pretense that we were merely “the 
Jack Reynolds faction.” Yet here 
in the official paper of this so- 
called “Jack Reynolds faction” we 
printed some extremely sharp and 
| stinging criticism of the said Jack 
| Reynolds by a minority AFL man! 
What could be a better answer 
to the calculated and deliberate 
smear the Tribune tried to spread 
throughout the campaigns? 

Yes, sir, in the long run honesty 
is the best policy in political jour- 
nalism, 

And we're making that long run, 


brothers and sisters! Sometimes the | 
leg | 


going’s hard, but so are our 
muscles! . 


| 
(Can't help but wonder how the 
| election’s going to turn out.) 


TAXABLE SALES in California 
during 1948 rose to an all-time high 
of almost $11,400,000,000 and pro- 
duced State revenues of close to 
$290,000,000, according to figures re- 
leased by James H. Quinn, second 
district member of the State Board 
of Equalization. These sale were 
more than three and one-third times 
as great as in 1940, while the popu- 
lation of the State has increased 


only 45 percent during the same | 


period, 
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Get more for 
your money at 
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Stop and think. The principal ar- 
gument the poor old unfair out-of- 


John J. Allen 
Receives 4000 . 
Letters on T-H 


Congressman John J. Allen in 
his fourth newsletter, dated April 
11, writes: 

“Our mail has been heavy. 
Some 4,000 wrote concerning the 
Taft-Hartley law. I will answer 
them when there is something 
definite to report. No action is 


likely before the end of the 
month. People are writing about 


postal salary increases. The 
House Committee will act on a 
bill concerning revisions of pos- 
tal rates first. Many write that 
excise taxes should be removed 
-—-on communications, transpor- 
tation, luggage, cosmetics, etc. 


The Committee is not likely to 
do anything until it finishes with 
the Social Security law. Seven 
hundred wrote urging that I help 
in getting ship construction for 


Marine Firemen Call Off 
Panama Ship Pickets, 
The Issue is Still Hot 


The independent Marine Fire- 
men’s Union has called its pickets 
off from the Don Anselmo, ship 
which was transferred to Pana- 
manian registry. 

The ship, at Pier 41 in 8. F. was 
transferred to Panamanian registry 
to evade U. S. laws benefiting sea- 
men, it is claimed. 

CIO longshoremen observed the 
picket line, and this was held by 
Arbitrator Sam Kagel to be in vio- 
lation of the ILWU contract with 
the Waterfront Employers, Assn., so 
the ILWU asked the Marine Fire- 
men to withdraw the pickets, which 
they did. 

The Panama registry issue is not | 
dead, however, as all waterfront un- 
oins, AFL, CIO, and independent, 
are concerned over the fact that 
since the end of the war 322 ships, 


187 of them Government-owned, 
have transferred to Panamanian 
registry. | 


PROPOSITION 4 REPEALER | 
has won a place on the ballot, Sec- 
retary of State Frank Jordan an- 
nounces, as enough valid signatures | 
on the petitions have been received. | 
Proposition 4 was the pension and 
blind aid measure passed by the 
voters in the November 2 election. 
Question now is: whether the repeal 
will be voted on at a special election 
| or at the next regular State elec- 
tion. The State Federation of Labor, 
while it did not back No. 4, has dis- 
sociated itself from any repeal ef- 
fort. 
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S. F. Labor Council Education Program 
Aided by University and the Schools 


The San Francisco Central Labor 
Council announces a 1949-1950 Edu- 


| cation Program, “a series of courses 


presented jointly by the Institute of 
Industrial Relations, University of 
California; the Adult Education 
Division, San Francisco Unified 
School District, and the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council with the co- 
operation of University of Califor- 
nia Extension.” 

An attractive folder describing 
the courses can be gotten by writing 


| to the S. F. Labor Council at 2940 


16th street, San Francisco, or by 
phoning the office 
John F. Shelley, MArket 1-6304. 
The classes will be held on Wed- 
nesdays, the morning ones from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon; the evening ones 


| from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. They will be 


of Secretary | 


held at the University of California | 
Extension Center, 540 Powell street. | 


SUBJECTS TAKEN UP 

Among the subjects to be taken 
up are: labor economics, labor and 
the law, collective bargaining and 
arbitration, human problems in in- 
dustry, public speaking, and parli- 
amentary procedure. 

The folder put out by the S. F. 
Labor Council says in part: 

“The series will start April 27, 
1949, and will end May 31, 1950. 

“Starting April 27, 1949, morning 
classes are available for 


representatives affiliated with the 
San Francisco Labor Council. 
“Starting September 28, 1949, eve- 


ning classes will be presented for | 
| union members who are not able to 


attend the morning sessions. 
“There are no educational re- 
quirements as a condition of en- 


rollment for’ any course. It is not | 


the courses. 
issued after 


necessary to take al 
Certificates will be 


| each subject has been completed. A 


special certificate will be awarded 


| to those union members who com- 


plete the 1949-1950 program in its 
entirety. 
“There 


is a registration fee of 


$3.00 for each course. This must be’ 


paid through your local union or 
directly to the San Francisco Labor 
Council. 
SUMMER MONTHS 

“The Council is not formally spon- 
soring courses during the summer 
months. However, it is urged that 
Jack Goldberger, President, 
Francisco Labor Council; John F. 
as many union members as possible 
attend the Summer institute at 
Asilomar on the Monterey Penin- 
sula. 


business | 
agents, union secretaries, and other | 


San | 


by the California State Federation 
of Labor and the Ins‘*itute of Indus- 
trial Relations, University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley and at Los An- 
geles in cooperation with University 
of California Extension. Details of 
the Summer institute will be ane 
nounced in a separate bulletin,” 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Following is the education com- 
mittee of the S. F. Labor Council 
Shelley, Secretary-Treasurer, San 
Francisco Labor Council; George 
W. Johns, Assistant Secretary, San 
Francisco Labor Council; John 
Byrnes, Production Machinists’ Un- 
ion; Ludwig Gerlough, Federation 
of Teachers; William §. Hogan, 
Bookbinders’ and Bindery Womens 
Union; John Hogg, S. F. Building 
Trades Council; Jennie Matyas, In- 
ternational Ladies Garment Work- 
ers Union; James E, Sturgeon, 
Building Service Employees’ Union; 
Clarence Walsh, Bakery Wagon 
Drivers Union; Margaret Worth, 
Waitresses Union. 

(Editor’s Note: We may have an- 
noyed our brothers across the Bay 
by our occasional suggestion that 
it’s too bad they can’t get up the 
energy to publish a paper. But we 
take hats off to ’em on the enter- 
prise they’ve shown in preparing 
this educational program. Jack 
Goldberger, Jack Shelley, George 
Johns, and the rest of ’em deserve 
a lot of credit for it. Two features 
should be stressed: the first is that 
this is a really planned program; 
and the second is that it is a co- 
operative effort making the best use 
of the facilities of both the Univers 
sity and the public school system.) 


Technical Adult Forum 


Dr. Louis Wasserman, keen stu= 
dent of the Near East and Soviet 


| Union, will be the speaker at the 


Technical Adult School Forum Mon- 


| day evening, April 25. Dr. Wasser 


man will speak on “Conflicts of In- 
terest in the Middle East.” The lec- 
ture will cover the Arab-Jewish 


| question, international conflicts, and 


the State of Israel. During World 
War II, the speaker served as In- 
formation and Education Officer 
in the U.S. Army. He is also author 
of books on current political probe 
lems, 


SKID ROW problem in S. F, was. 
subject of conference held Friday. 
The part private employment agen- 


| cies which feature jobs for tran- 
“This will be the second annual) sients play in increasing the wino 
resident institute jointly conducted | problem was one of the themes. 
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Idea That Labor Is Cause of 
High Building Costs Attacked 


WASHINGTON (AFL News Serv- 


ice)—The price of land, building 


materials costs, and high financing 
charges are the prime factors in 
the high cost of homebuilding, the 


AFL's United Brotherhood of Car- 


penters and Joiners charged in an 
article appearing in the Carpenter, 
the union’s official magazine. 

The article effectively debunks 
the ridiculous argument that wages 
of building tradesmen alone have 
. boosted the prices of new homes to 
their dizzy heights, and points out 
that even a 25 


wages would make little difference 
in the selling price of a house. 
To back up this statement the un- 


ion presents a survey of 3 homes 
constructed in the San Francisco 
area to sell for $12,000 each. The 
labor cost on each was $1,829.15, or 
16 percent of the selling price. 


LABOR COSTS SMALL 

The article said: 

“We are not charging that there 
is any profiteering or price gouging 
anywhere in particular along the 
line in house building. But we are 
saying that labor costs have added 
least to the inflation in the home 
market. After all, even old houses 
today are selling for twice and 
three times what they cost to build. 

“Cheap houses can and must 
come. But they will never come so 
long as the $300 pre-war lot is sell- 
ing for $1,000, or while lumber is 
300 percent above pre-war prices, 
or while fixtures alone cost more 
than the whole pre-war bathroom 
did. 

“Construction wages have in- 
creased, But they have not in- 
creased nearly so fast as prices 
have. In terms of real wages, build- 
ing tradesmen have hardly held 
their own. Furthermore, construc- 
tion wages have increased more 
slowly than wages in practically 
any other industry. 

“SOME VITAL FACTS” 

“The challenge can be met, but it 
can never be met by criticism, re- 
criminations and blasts against 
building trade workers for they, of 
all groups connected with construc- 
tion, have profited least, and con- 
tributed least to inflation.” 

In the pre-war era, the union esti- 
mates, 24 to 30 percent of the cost 
of an average dwelling went for 
direct labor, and it points out that 
in view of the “skyrocketing which 
building materials prices did during 
the last few years as compared to 
wages, it is only proper to assume 
that the percentage of direct labor 
costs has decreased.” 

“However,” the union adds, “even 
assuming the ratio remained the 
same, there are some other vital 
facts which must be taken into con- 
sideration. Few people are in the 
position to buy a home for cash. 
Four out of five must finance, and 
financing means financing charges. 

“Under the most liberal FHA pro- 
gram in effect before the war, fi- 
nance and interest charges’ on a 
$5,000 dwelling amounted to more 
than $3,100 before the home was 
paid for. At a ratio of 30 percent 
for direct labor costs, the on site 
labor charges on the $5,000 home 
amounted to only $1,500. In other 
words, finance charges cost twice 
as much as labor costs. 
“WORKERS GET 10% 

“Other factors entered into the 
price a buyer had to pay for a home 
before it finally became his on an 
FHA plan. Taxes, insurance and up- 
keep over the life of the FHA plan 
ran around $2,500. In fact, the AFL 
statistical department has figured 
out that the buyer of the $5,000 
home under the above plan paid 
out better than $14,000 before he 
finally got the deed. Of the final 
price, only something like 10 per- 
cent went to the workers who put 
the house up with their tools and 
skills. 

“In view of the fact that wages 
have increased less than almost 
any other thing that goes into a 
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25 percent cut in those: 


home, it is only reasonable to as- 
sume that the picture has changed 
little since 1941. Labor still gets 
only a small percentage of the ulti- 
mate price a home buyer pays un- 
der a mortgage plan. How, then, 
can any appreciable reduction in 
home prices be instituted by reduc- 
ing building trades wages? The an- 
swer is that they cannot be.” 

The union points out that the 
average brokerage fee of a_ real 
estate agent is 5 percent, and that 


‘if a house is sold twice the reai 
estate brokers receive roughly as 
big a share as the building trades- 
men who put it up. 

“Is any one suggesting,” the un- 


lion asks, “that the answer to low 
cost housing is lower real estate 
‘brokerage fees? No, Yet it would 
| be just as logical to suggest that is 
the way to bring down prices as by 
eutting building trades wages.” 


Farmers’ Minimum Wage 
(Price Supports) Theme 
| Of Labor's League 


Labor's League for Political Education 


In our Government - subsidized 
economy the question of the farm- 
‘er’s minimum wage (price sup- 
ports) affects not only the twenty- 
seven million persons who are ac- 
tual farmers but also the thirty mil- 
lion people who live in farm areas 
—the butchers, the bakers, the 
bankers, the barbers, etc. 

The Government method of sub- 
sidizing the farmer also affects 
many thousands of workers in the 
plants of International Harvester 
Company, Allis-Chalmers Company, 
J. I. Case, the Oliver Corpora- 
tion and many others whose pros- 
perity depends entirely on the size 
of the Government subsidies to the 
farmer. 

All labor is interested 
question right now because a com- 
bination of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers, the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce, the con- 
servative Farm Bureau Federation 
(organized with taxpayers’ money) 
and the National Grange have 
joined hands in a plan to cut the 
farmers minimum wage, (price sup- 
ports). 

Labor, of course, is interested in 
the after-effects of any such deal 
between big business and the con- 
servative farm interests. The deal 
may involve votes against pro-labor 
legislation on the part of the farm 
“statesmen.” This has been the ob- 
ject of the NAM and the Chamber 
of Commerce over the past ten 
years during which they have spent 
millions of dollars to fool the 
farmer into thinking he is “against 
labor.” 

During the past 10 years these 
big business interests have made 
great promises to theg farmer 
when as a matter of fact the farm- 
ers were really prosperous because 
they were making their living in 
agriculture which was heavily sub- 
sidized by the taxpayers and bol- 
stered by Government guarantees. 
Curiously enough farm “leaders” 
like Kline, of the Farm Bureau 
Federation were trained to de- 
nounce the Government subsidies 
and Government guarantees in par- 
ticular although these were the 
very prop of farm prosperity. What 
comes next? 

The 80th (The Worst) Congress 
Farm Bill was passed at four 
o'clock in the morning just before 
adjournment and few people knew 
what was really in the measure. 
This bill provided that a new lower 


minimum wage (price support) for | 


farmers should go into effect in 
1950. This means that the 81st Con- 
gress must either endorse the 80th 
Congress lower Government subsi- 
dies for farmers or enact a new 
law. 


Phone Quickies 


SEATTLE (LPA)—A series of 
quickie demonstration walkouts 
throughout Washington and Idaho 
brought into sharp focus the wage 
dispute between phone workers rep- 
resented by the Communications 
Workers of America, who are em- 
ployed by the Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph in the area. 

The wage dispute involves 8,000 
workers, only remaining group of 
Bell employes who have not yet re- 
ceived a third-round pay boost. The 
union has demanded an average in- 
crease of lle an hour. The com- 
pany offer averages only about 5c 
and in a few cases involved pay 
cuts for workers in some towns. 
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Reds’ Daily Worker 
Delighted by ILWU's 
Defiance of Phil Murray 


NEW YORK (LPA)—The official 
Communist party paper, the Daily 
Worker, has applauded the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Union-CIO’s 
defiance of national CIO foreign 
policy. 

At its recent convention the 
ILWU, by a 564 to 58 vote, declared 
that CIO did not have the right to 
disaffiliate ILWU from the Commu- 
nist-led World Federation of Trade 
Unions, ILWU will continue to sup- 
port the WFTU, the resolution de- 
clared. 

“The ILWU's action on WETU 

should indicate that none of the 
CIO's progressive-led unions will 
take WETU withdrawal for grant- 
, ed,” declared Daily Worker column- 
jist George Morris. 
At least one “progressive” union 
jleader, Donald Henderson of the 
Food, Tobacco and Agricultural 
Workers-CIO, an avowed Commu- 
| nist, has indicated that he will defy 
national CIO and attend a WFTU 
meeting in Paris this summer. 

ILWU_ President Harry ‘idges 
and other national union officers 
took the floor at the union’s conven- 
tion to defend WFTU and attack 
CIO international policy. Bridges 
himself spearheaded a convention 
resolution calling on the WFTU to 
set up a maritime department and 
a conference of “Pacific basin” un- 
10ns. 

The Daily Worker decried CIO 
President Philip Murray’s refusal 
to send fraternal delegates to this 
year’s convention of the Soviet 
trade unions—their first since the 
war. 

Murray wired Soviet union head 
| Vassili Kuznetsov that “in view of 
recent developments in the world 
organization to which we both be- 
longed it is not appropriate to send 
fraternal delegates to your con- 
gress.” 

Remarked the Daily Worker: 
“Only a feeling of guilt for backing 
a plot to make war upon the people 
{of the Soviet Union can explain 
Murray’s refusal to send fraternal 
| delegates.” 


Many Foreign Unionists 
Studying U. S. Methods 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—The larg- 
est number of foreign labor leaders 
ever to study U. S. production 
“know-how” are converging on 
Washington, under the auspices of 
; various federal and international 
agencies. Officials of British, Italian, 
Swedish, German and Greek unions 
will make the nation’s capitol the 
|hopping-off point for trips around 
the country. 


Three members of the Italian 
Trade Union Advisory Committee 
for the European Recovery Pro- 


gram are accompanied by Lt. Col. 
| Thomas Lane, a former organizer 
for the Bricklayers’ Union-AFL who 
is now labor attache for the U. S. 


Embassy in Rome, and James 
Toughill, a former official of the 
American Newspaper Guild-CIO, 


who is now on ECA’s information 
staff in Europe. The visitors are 
Giulio Pastore, secretary-general of 


Appio Rocci of the 


oned by the Fascists in 1944. 


ions, including 
Strand of the Confederation of La- 
bor, are arriving to study produc- 
tion techniques in the mining, trans- 
; portation, metal and paper indus- 
tries. Their schedule, which will in- 
clude working in U. S. plants and 
living in workers’ homes, is being 
facilitated by ECA. 

In addition, nine democratic trade 
{union leaders from the U. S. zone of 
Berlin ave in Detroit, as guests of 
| the United Auto Workers-CIO, after 

several days in New York where 
;they were guided by the Interna- 
‘tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union-AFL, The Germans are the 
vanguard of several delegations 
from the non-Soviet zones of Ger- 
many who will come here in April 
to tour the country, spending two 
months in industrial centers, study- 
ing especially the way U. S. unions 
operate. 

| From Greece, J. Patzantzis, of the 
|executive committee of the Greek 
Federation of Labor, is arriving for 
a series of discussions with U. S. 
{unionists and government officials. 


| 


(IAM on Rents 


WASHINGTON (LPA) — Every 
local and district lodge of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists 
j has been urged by Vice-President 
ee Hayes to set up a rent control 
committee “to make sure that Ma- 
chinists union members are effec- 
tively represented in any public 
hearings that may be called by the 
local government to discuss decon- 
trol’ under terms of the new rent 
control law. 

“Analysis of the new rent law,” 
Hayes reported, “shows that it will 
permit more effective and stricter 
controls over rents than the rickety 
rent controls adopted by the 80th 
Congress. Our problem will be to 
make sure that under local pres- 
sure from real estate boards and 
landlords the local city, town and 
county councils are not stampeded 
into killing these controls before 
the housing shortage ends.” 
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ON ATLANTIC CITY’S BOARDWALK—Members of Hotel and 
Restaurant Workers-AFL, picketing Atlantic City hotels have it 
easier on their feet than most pickets who have to pound the con- 
crete. More than 2000 employes went on strike against ten big hotels 
where management refused even government mediation. The Chelsea 
Hotel, where many union conventions are held, settled for $1 a day 


AFL's Representative in Europe is 
Communists’ Favorite Whipping Boy 


BRUSSELS—Irving Brown, the 
AFL's European Representative, is 
a favorite whipping boy of Euro- 
pean Communists. 

The broad-shouldered former un- 
ion organizer, who has been trying 
for more than 3 years to familiarize 


of free trade unions, 


He has been lampooned in dozens 
of cartoons and serves as the target 
for frequent radio attacks. 

The Hungarian Communist Daily 
newspaper, “Szabadsag,” published 


} “storm 


1 


in Budapest, described the opening 
of the AFL’s European Bureau in 
Brussels, Belgium, as a part of the 
of ‘American Wall-Street 
Socialists’ to Europe.” AFL activi- 


| ties, it charged, are “framed by the 


new imperialist offensive of the 


|U.S. A.” 


the Free Halian General Confeder- | 
ation of Workers, Giovanni Canini, | 9°84) 
: vice-secretary of the federation, and | AFL official as “L’homme mystere” 
Republican | (the man of mystery) but then went 
| Party's labor and economic affairs |0M to say that the role he is play- 
committee. All three were impris-|i8 in Europe is clear—“he works | 
to divide the trade unions of west- | 


Drapefu Rouge, the Communist 
of Belgium, described the 


Twelve leaders of Sweden’s un-|ermn Europe in order to hand over 
President Axe]|the European workers to American 


big business .. .” 


European workers with the benefits | 
draws slurs | 
jalmost daily in Red-controlled pub- | 
'lications from France to Hungary. | 


representatives of corn flakes and 
coca cola who are crowding at pres- 
ent the soil of our continent .. .” 

An article in “L’Humanite,” a 
Communist organ published in 


| Paris, described Brown as an Amer- 


ican citizen who was sent to France 
by the “reactionaries” of the AFL, 
adding: 

®He works under the direction of 
the Department of State.” 

A subsequent issue of the same 
paper headed a story about Brown 

“The Professional Scissionist Iry- 
ing Brown Returns to Us’’—accom- 
panied by a sub-title which began— 
“with additional dollars .. .” 


Shortly before the collapse of the 
|; World Federation of Trade Unions, 
“Land og Folk” (Land and People), 
|a left-wing Danish daily, stated: 
“Irving Brown, whose dollar sup- 
port made the right-wing Social- 
democrats back out of the French 
trade union movement, is now try- 
ing on behalf of the AFL and Mar- 
shall to persuade his English col- 
leagues to do more than this and to 
| withdraw from the World Trade 
| Union Federation. 
“He thereby reckons to get all 
| national organizations out and away 
|from the WFTU, and thus form a 
Marshall-Internationale May 
| we hope that the right-wing Social- 


Brown, the article continued, “no | democrats have not yet stooped that 
| more represents the American, deep in their slave obedience to 


| working class than do the numerous 


ILO Coal Mines Meeting 
‘To Discuss World Plans 


ILO Press Release 
GENEVA, Switzerland ~~ David 
A. Morse, Director-General of the 


International Labor Office, an- 
nounces that the workers, employ- 


ccal-producing countries will 
presented when the ILO’s 
Mines Committee holds 
session in Pittsburgh starting April 


be 
Coal 


; 20. 


The agenda of the meeting, which 
will be held in Pittsburgh's Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Hall, includes 
protection of young workers under- 
ground, retraining of physically in- 
capacitated miners, hours of work 


in coal mines, and other related 
matters, 


ers and governments of 12 major | 


its third | 


The gigantic task of restoring in- | 


dividual output in Europe’s war- 
torn coal mines to pre-war levels is 
stressed in the general report to 
the delegates made public today. 

This report prepared for the ses- 
sion by the International Labor Of- 
fice at Geneva shows that in most 
countries except the United States, 
United Kingdom and Germany, the 
number of effective workers now 
surpasses pre-war figures. 

It reveals, however, that, except 
tions are not comparable, individual 


output has beens greatly reduced 
over 1937 figures. It proposes that 


does both the unions and mine own- 
ers, consider ways for more effici- 
ent distribution of personnel and 
inducements to reduce absenteeism. 


SANTA FE CLODH®PPERS will 
hold their Easter Folks and Square 


day evening, April 22, 1949, from 
7:30 to 11:00 p.m. New dances and 


| 


in the United States, where condi- | 
| sibility of the trade union 


American foreign policy...” 


40-hour Rail Drive 


CHICAGO (LPA)—Sixteen ‘non- 
operating” unions, which speak for 
a million workers on the railroads, 
have started the cleanup phase of 
their drive for the 40-hour week 
and a 7c wage increase. 


An agreement previously negoti- 
ated by the 16 unions covered all 
the big railroads of the nation and 


many smaller ones, representing 
all told aboat 95% of the “Iron 
Herse” mileage in this country. 


That agreement called for a 7c pay 
boost, retroactive to September 1, 
1948, and a 40-hour week, at 48- 
hours’ pay, effective next September 
1. The latter provision will boost 
hourly rates 20%. 

However, about 200 rail proper- 
ties, most of them short lines, ter- 
minals, switching companies and 
miscellaneous units, were not par- 
ties to the negotiations. The 16 un- 
ions are now swinging into action 
to sign up these as well. The 200 
represent about 5% of the country’s 
rail mileage and an equal percent- 
age of employment in the “non- 
operating” crafts. 


Laski on Politics 


NEW YORK (LPA) British 
political scientist Harold J. Laski 
declared that the political respon- 
move- 
ment today is at least as important 


jas its economic work. 


the committee, representing as it | 
| the 


Speaking under the auspices of 
Sidney Hillman Foundation, 
established by the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America-CIO 


|in honor of its first president, Laski 


| 


declared: 


“The trade union movement, in a 
revolutionary age like our own, has 


Dance Party at the Washington | a political task at least of equal im- 
School, 57th and Shattuck, on Fri-| portance to its economic function, 


No doubt it must seek with all its 
power to increase productivity; 


request dances will be the program | there is no other way to advance 
of the evening. 


the standard of life. 
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American Medical Assn. 
Criticized During 
Health Plan Discussion 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—The full 
weight of public opinion hit hard 
at the American Medical Associa- 
tion, leaving proponents of a health 
insurance program to cover all of 
the American people cheered by 
developments here: 


Top health news recently in- 
cluded: ‘ 

1—President Truman told a dele- 
gation from Committee for the Na- 
tion’s Health that he will send up 
to Congress a special message urg- 
ing health insurance, He will later 
make a nation-wide radio talk, it 
was announced by the delegation, 
which included AFL President Wil- 
liam Green, CIO Secretary-treasurer 
James Carey, and President Harvey | 
Brown of the International Associ- 
ation of Machinists. 

2—Senator Wayne Morse (R., 
Ore.) delivered a scathing attack on 
the American Medical Association 
in a speech in the Senate. “I wish 
to make perfectly clear at the out- 


Whole Democratic World Needs 
To See German Unions Succeed 


FRANKFORT, (LPA) — German 
labor, to put in mildly, is over the 
barrel. The workers in western Ger- 
many have seen profits of their 
employers sky-rocket since last 
summer’s reform of German cur- 
rency, while their living standards 
improved little more than five per- 
cent. Production figures, probably 
not very accurate, are higher, and 
German exports have increased. 

Production in the three western 
zones, in fact, is about 80% of 1936 
levels. A year ago it was only 50% 
of 1936. 

Standards of living in western 
Germany are about 259% lower than 
the average of the rest of western 
Europe, and about 25% higher than 
living standards in Soviet-ruled 
eastern Germany. 
UNDEREMPLOYMENT 

Unemployment, among able- 
bodied male workers, is low but 


set of these remarks that I am op- 
posed to the bill calling for com- 
pulsory national health insurance,” 
Morse said. “But I rise to protest 
the policy of the AMA in respect 
to what amounts in fact to a poli- 
tical fund-raising program.” He 
charged AMA’s $25-a-doctor asséss- 
ment is a $3,500,000 slush fund... 
a program for political lobbying in 
order to deny to the American 
people any medical program upon 
which the AMA does not put its 
stamp of approval.” 

3—Thoroughly blanketed by 
Morse’s attack on AMA was the 
Taft-Donnell-Smith health bill, in- 
troduced by the three GOP leaders 
on the same day, The measure 
would give the states and local com- 
munities $114 billioA€ dollars in the 
next five years, to sped for school 
health services, for hospital con- 
struction, for aiding medical schools 
to step up enrollments, and for lo- 
cal health services. The money 
would pay local health authorities 
for medical care for those unable 
to pay their way, and would in some 
cases allow the local authorities to 
pay the dues of the “medically in- 
digent” in voluntary health insur- 
ance plans. It is frankly called a 
“government welfare program” in 
the authors’ summary of the meas- 
ure. 

President Green made the an- 
nouncement about Truman’s forth- 
coming message at the door of the 
White House. He also termed the 
Taft-Donnell-Smith bill “a subter- 
fuge” which organized labor “will 
oppose with all the power at our 
command.” 


Belgian Trade Unions to 
Quit WFTU Very Soon 


BRUSSELS (LPA)—The Belgian 
trade union federation in its annual 
congress in March will vote over- 
whelmingly to withdraw from the 
World Federatign of Trade Unions, 
FGTB secretary Louis Major told 
traveling U. S. labor newsmen. Ma- 
jor quickly added that the trade 
unions in the Low Countries want 
a new, democratic trade union in- 
ternational organization set-up 
shortly thereafter. 

Major explained that all of the 
democratic labor unions in Europe 
will be having their congresses 
within the next few months. He is 
confident that all of them will pull 
out of the Communist-controlled 
WFTU, as have the American and 
British unions. European labor at- 
taches great importance to trade 
union internationalism, he said, and 
the unions will want to move quick- 
ly towards a new federation as 
soon as their conventions have had 
the opportunity to take formal ac- 
tion disaffiliating from the WFTU. 

Neither the Belgian unionists, nor 
any others talked to in Europe, are 
interested in the differences of 
opinion between the AFL and the 
CIO on the structure and timing 
of a new international. They insist, 
however, that the new organization 
must not be “dominated by the big 
countries—England and America.” 

While recognizing the importance 
of bringing South American, Asian, 
and African labor movements into 
the new trade union international 
the European leaders believe that 
definite steps towards its creation 
should be taken in a few months, 
and not wait developments within 
the non-European unions, 


Panama Ship Boycott 


BALTIMORE (LPA)—A world- 
wide boycott of ships flying the 
Panama or Honduras flags is plan- 
ned by transport unions in this 
country and abroad to start May 1. 

The International Trans p ort 
Workers Federation, with head- 
quarters in London, and the Sea- 
farers International Union-AFL are 
mapping plans for the boycott 
under which seamen, stevedores, 
railway workers and others will re- 
fuse to load or unload cargo from 
the ships. 

Ship owners have been transfer- 
ring their ships to Panamanian and 
Honduran flags in’ order to avoid 
the regulations governing maritime 
employment in this country. Un- 
tons consider these ships transfers 
a threat to the wage standards and 
working conditions they have built 
up over the years, 


Labor Essay Contest 


LOUISVILLE (LPA)—The Ken- 
tucky AFL member who can best 
put into words “What My Union 
Means To Me” will get two weeks 


AFL's Labor School this summer. 

The contest was set up by the 
Department of Research and Edu- 
cation of the Kentucky Federation 
of Labor to give an opportunity to 
a union member from some small 
local in the state, which cannot af- 
ford to pay the school’s tuition fee, 
to attend its classes. 
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from eastern Germany, and for- 
merly German inhabited parts of 
Slavic countries—about 6,000,000 of 


| Economic 
under-employment is high. Refugees | thing to a legislature in the com- 


lost during the war even when 
stores filled up again, The business 
classes, on the other hand, were. 
Vivid social inequities, which were 
supposed to vanish with the end of 
the black market are, therefore, still 
present in Germany: 

Shortly after currency reform 
Gen. Lucius Clay, U. 8. occupation 
commander, decreed the end of 
price controls in the American zone 
on all but the most essential com- 
modities. Furniture, which in a 
bombed out country is at a pre- 
mium, was not inoluded 14 the list 
of essentials. So, now that the bus- 
iness classes have’ bought their fur- 
niture, a number of furniture work- 
ers are unemployed in a country 
crying for household goods. 

The answer of Gen. Clay's econ- 
omists, and of the German conser- 
vatives who dominated the German 
Council—the nearest 


bined British and American zones— 
i ” 
is that “natural economic forces 


| will bring prices down. There has, 


them, including a disproportionate | in fact, been a slight overall price 


number of old people, women, and 
children—threaten to be a perma- 
nent drag on recovery and on the 
living standards of employed work- 
ers. 

Currency reform was planned by 
a secret committee of German con- 
servatives and American and Brit- 
ish officials. The German workers 
were not represented on the com- 
mittee, nor did they have an oppor- 
tunity to present their views. All 
Germans had to turn in their old 
marks. For every ten of these they 
received one new mark, and each 
individual got a “nest egg” of sixty 
marks—about $15. 

Doesn't sound too unfair, does it? 
But manufacturers knew almost to 
the day when the new money would 
be introduced, and while they con- 
tinued to produce, and pay their 
workers in old marks they held 
goods off the market until the new 
money was in circulation, and then 
released the materials. In other 
words, labor was paid in worthless 
currency for goods that were sold 
for good money. 

SOCIAL INEQUITIES 

The workers, consequently, were 

not able to replace the things they 


Supreme Court Ruling - , 
Speeds Fight on T-H 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—The Su- 
preme Court has presented organ- 
ized labor with a new and urgent 
reason to battle both for repeal of 
the Taft-Hartley act and for enact- 
ment of all amendments now in the 
Administration bill reinstating the 
Wagner act. 

The same decision also showed 
why workers must fight to elect 
friendly state legislatures if they 
are to avoid being saddled with re- 
pressive laws at state levels. 

At issue was a dispute involving 
the Carpenters-AFL and a plywood 
firm in Wisconsin over enforcement 
of a “closed shop” agreement. The 
agreement was invalidated by state 
authorities because it hadn't been 
aproved by a three-fourths majority 
vote of the workers involved as re- 
quired under Wisconsin's anti-labor 
law. The controversy started while 
the Wagner act was still on the 
books. 

By a seven to two majority, the 
high court sustained the state’s ac- 
tion. In an opinion written by 
Justice Felix Frankfurter, the court 
held that while the Wagner act 
sanctioned “closed shops” it did not 
prevent states from curbing or out- 
lawing such arrangements. And, of 
course, the T-H act, said the court, 
gave priority to tougher state laws. 

Justice Hugo Black and William 
Douglas dissented. They declared 
the majority decision conflicted 
with what had been a general un- 
derstanding that the Wagner act 
took precedence over state laws 
which sought to restrict “closed 
shop” agreements. 

Damage caused by the decision, 
labor spokesmen said, will be cor- 
rected if the Administration's T-H 
repeal bill passes. It carries a clause 
which makes a federal sanction of 
“closed shop” contracts supreme. 
Thus state laws prohibiting such 
contracts could not be enforced in 


merce, 


British Reds Lose 


LONDON (LPA)—The Comniun- 
ist party’s most important recent 
bid for power in the British trade 


feated. 

Ben Gardner, anti-Communist sec- 
retary of the important Amalga- 
mated Engineering Union, was re- 
elected in a referendum ballot by 
47,798 votes to 14,739 for his Com- 
munist opponent Reg Birch Two 
other anti-Communist candidates, 
whose votes would have gone to 
Gardner had a run-off been neces- 
sary, polled over 10,000 votes be- 
tween them. 
| The Communists conducted a par- 
| ticularly unscrupulous campaign 
| against Gardner. Speaking of their 
{own man, Birch, the Stalinists said: 
|“No offers of sherry or cigars will 
induce him to lose his devotion to 
| the workers.” Gardner, who by im- 
plication has been corrupted by the 
employers is, in fact, a teetotaller. 


Wire-tapping Hit 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—Two lib- 
/eral organizations, Americans for 
Democratic Action and the Amer- 
j ican Civil Liberties Union, asked 
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair- 
man Pat McCarran to investigate 
use by the Justice Department of 
wire tapping. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover's 
admission that his outfit had been 
tapping wires is an admission of 
illegal action, they pointed out. 
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| drop—but 


not enough, or in the 
right commodities, to permit the 
workers to buy what they need 
most. 

WAGE RISE SOUGHT 

Not until about four months after 
the general price control order was 
ended was the wage freeze lifted. 
The occupying powers gave the con- 
trol of wages back to the Germans 
—to the German Economic Council 
—and ‘then everybody took their 
time drafting and approving a “col- 
lective bargaining statute.” 

Now, for the first time in about 
|20 years—after two decades of de- 
pression, fascism and war—the re- 
born German labor movement is 
preparing to launch a general wage 
increase campaign. 

Trade union leaders, fully con- 
scious of the inexperience of most 
of their followers in the real busi- 
ness of free unions, wondered 
| whether or not they could count on 
| the 4,500,000 union members to stick 
together in a wage movement. A 
couple of recent carefully-thought- 
out experiments have convinced 


plants engaged in interstate com- | 


union movement was decisively de- | 


them that the unions are more than 
paper organizations, 


| 


Ousted Business Agent 
Forms Company Union, 
Says NLRB Examiner 


WASHINGTON (LPA) — The 
NLRB used strong language in 
ruling against an ousted union 
business agent who to buy a fish 
company, organized a union of the 
fish company employes in a “benev- 
olent association” and made him- 
self business agent of that union, 
and then bought controlling stock 
in the fish company. 

A trial examiner of the Board, 
C. W. Whittemore, recommended 
strongly that the fish company be 
forced to “completely disestablish” 
the dominated union as bargaining 
agent, and furthermore cease inter- 
fering with the right of the em- 
ployes to self-organization in a 
bona fide union. 

The order was directed against 
| Leo M. Meldon, also known as Leo 
Hunt, who was ousted as business 
agent for the International Long- 
shoremen’s Agsociation-AFL local 
in Portland, the, in April 1947. He 
and another officer ousted also at 
the same time formed the Maine 
Seafood & Fishermen’s Benevolent 
Association and became its officers. 

When he acquired stock and be- 
came president of the Maine Fillet 
|Co.—at which members of the 
Benevolent Association worked,— 
some months later, he remained 
president of the union for a month, 
the trial examiner found. Then 
Meldon and ‘his associates changed 
the Belevolent Association into an- 
other independent union and forced 
employes to join this new one. 

The Board has already ordered 
the company to reinstate two mem- 
bers of the ILA who were fired 
when they refused to join the inde- 
pendent union. 


Arbitration Attacked 


PHILADELPHIA (LPA) — Two 
| hosiery companies in the Philadel- 
phia area launched court fights to 
overturn the long-developed system 
of arbitration in the industry, which 
the American Federation of Hosi- 
ery Workers has supported as a 
means of eliminating industrial con- 
| flicts. 

Both companies—the Danita 
| Hosiery Manufacturing Co. and the 
Millville Hosiery Co. — have con- 
tracts with the AFHW which rule 
out the third working shift. In vio- 
lation of their contracts the two 
companies instituted third shifts. 
When the AFHW appealed the con- 
jtract violations to the impartial 
arbitrator, as provided in the con- 
tracts, it won both cases. 

Now the employers are asking 
the courts to sustain their contract 
violations, and to overturn the arbi- 
tration machinery, whose decisions 
they had promised to abide by. 


Steel Called Needed 


WASHINGTON (LPA) — The 
American people believe that de- 
pressions are man-made and that 
we have the democratic right to ex 
pect our government to act to avoid} 
depressions with. their mass unem, 
ployment and their tragic human 
and economic waste, Walter P. 
Reuther, president of United Auto 
Workers-CIO, wrote in a letter to 
the Washington Post. 

The letter was in answer to a 
March 21 full page McGraw-Hill ad- 
vertisement in the Post, calling 
President Truman’s proposal to in- 
crease steel capacity “Socialism.” 


PAINT JOB 
S 40 NO MONEY 
TO PAY! 
Service. 
1067 San Leandro Blvd., 8. L. 


COMPLETE AUTO 
INFRA-RED DRYING 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

DOWN! 
15 MONTHS 
We Specialize in Body and Fender 
Work. Wrecks Rebuilt, Insurance 
WILLIAMS AUTO SUPPLY 
& RECONDITIONING SHOP 
SW. 8-6258 
Open Saturday for Estimates 


| 
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Pansies, Labor Editor ‘ 
Explains to Contractors 


The Union Painter 
Los Angeles Painters 116 


From “Highlights,” the monthly 
bulletin of the Associated Painting 
Contractors, Inc., edited by Walter 
Hogg, we reprint the following 
item: 

“The Union, by the way, wishes 
to have incorporated in the new 
contract: ‘The Painting Contractor 
must furnish and keep on the job 
at all times Hand Cleaner for the 
men.’ Really, fellows, the workers 
are badly treated when they have 
to clean their own hands, and we 
should take more care of the help- 
less—we could supply clean gloves 
every week and a manicure every 
Friday, with a dash of perfume. 
The poets of old wrote about “the 
Flower of Manhood.” Today if they 
were alive, they would be more 
explicit; if writing about the Union 
Painter they would name the flower 
“The Pansy.” The day is fast ap- 
proaching when they won't be too 
worried about the Contractors sup- 
plying “Hand Cleaners.” They will 
be supplying their own deoderant 
when they start “skinning their 


Pacts Containing 
160-acre Clauses 


U. S. Govt. Release 


mation water service contracts con- 
taining the 160-acre limitation has 


program now under way, 


.On March 1, Judge Frank Lam- 
berson in the Tulare County Su- 
perior Court validated the water 
service contract between the Lind- 
say-Strathmore Irrigation District 
and the United States. Earlier the 


trict for water service and a distri- 


Riverside County Superior Court. 
CULMINATES DEBATE 

In his decision Judge 
found “that the contract, and each 
and every term and provision there- 


set the stage for quicker progress demonstrating to wavering Con- 
in the Bureau’s water-marketing | sressmen that the voters back home 
Richard , demand and expect repeal of the 
L. Boke, Regional Director, stated. | Taft-Hartley Act.” With these words 


Government’s contract with the|and 
Coachella Valley County Water Dis- | ©®85- 


bution system, under the All-Amer-|is from April 14th to 25th. During 
ican Canal, was validated by the|this period most Congressmen re- 


Lamberson | the voters 


Labor That T-H Repeal 
Fate Hangs in Balance 


Labor's League for Political Education 


“It now appears that the fate of 
the 'Taft-Hartley Act rests in the 


Validation by two California su-| hands of a limited number of doubt- 
perior courts of Bureau of Recla-|ful votes in the House and the 


Senate... the fate of the Taft- 
Hartley Act depends upon your 


LLPE Director Joseph D. Keenan 
wrote to each State Federation and 
LLPE leader urging them and the 
officers of their affiliated locals and 
district leagues to get in touch per- 
sonally with their Representatives 
Senators during the Easter re- 


The Congressional Easter recess 


turn home, This is labor’s chance 
to demonstrate to these men how 
back home feel about 
repeal of Taft-Hartley. 


The AFL-supported repeal bills 


of, is and are in all respects valid|are the Thomas Bill, $249, in the 
and authorized by the law and the ; Senate, and the Lesinski Bill, HR- 


UNIONS. FIGHT CROWDING—As a result of inspections by 
officials of AFL building trades unions, the Columbus (Ohio) Federa- 
tion of Labor has launched a vigorous campaign to make state offi- 
cials provide money for rebuilding state schools for deaf and blind 
children. In the room shown above at the deaf school, nearly 40 little 
girls are crowded together with beds so close that an adult could not 
pass through the aisles in case of an emergency.—(LPA) 
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California Publisher 
Tells Nevada Employers 
To Fight For T-H Law 


Nevada State Labor News 


The Taft-Hartley law should not 
only be kept on the law books, but 
it should be strengthened. That is 
the opinion of J. Hart Clinton, San 
Mateo publisher, who addressed 
about 130 members of the Reno 

‘mployers Council at the Twen- 

jeth Century Club. 

Clinton declared that Congress 
would have to abide by the wishes 
of the employers because “they are 
the ones who write the payrolls.” 
He urged memWers of the Reno 
council to write or wire their con- 
gressmen urging that they do every- 
thing possible to keep and strength- 
en the Taft-Hartley law. ... 

W. M. Caldwin, president of the 
California Association of Employ- 
ers, introduced Clinton and spoke 


briefly on the power and _ influ- 2 ne 
ence of employer groups. He said another Federation Bill, AB 18% 
politicians are willing to listen to (Beck), providing that in third 


such groups because they are com- 
posed of the persons who are meet- 
ing the payrolls today. 

The Reno Employers’ council is 
affiliated with the California as- 
sociation. Other members of the 
California group who were in Reno 
for the meeting included E. Zwer- 
lien of San Mateo, chairman of the 
board; Gordon Wight of Modesto, 
treasurer; Gilbert Williamson of 
Modesto, vice chairman and a mem- 
ber of the executive board. 


! “New Winery Contract 


j 
x 


, 
s 


A report from Fresno says that 
the new contract between winery 
owners and the AFL Winery and 
Distillery Workers Union will run 
for two years and provide medical, 
hospital and death benefits. 

The contract, retroactive to April 
1, was signed after a two-week wel- 
fare clause dispute. It broadened 
the union’s grievance committee, 
and did not affect wages of the 
2000 workers in the wine belt run- 
ning from Napa to Kern Counties. 


* Complete 


Food 
Markets 


——— 


| creases reasonable burial expenses 


Federation Measures for 
Labor Pass Assembly 


State Federation News Service 
The Federation Bill, AB 185) 
(Beck), requiring the Industrial | 
Accident Commission to add to an 
award for compensation a reason- 
able attorney's fee, passed the As- 
sembly on Monday, April 4, by a 
vote of 55 to 7. This measure also 
provides that when an injured em- 
ploye wins an appeal from an award 
of the Commission, the Commission 
shall make a supplementary award 
to cover the attorney's fee in con- 
nection with the appeal. The fees 
are to be paid not by the employe 
but by the one liable to pay the 
award. The companion measure to 
this bill is SB 141. Those opposing 
AB 185 were Butters, Erwin, Hoff- 
man, Levering, Lindsay, Smith and | 
Tomlinson, 
Also advancing to the Senate, af- 
ter only one opposition vote, by But- 
ters, recorded in the Assembly, was 


party suits dealing with workmen's 
compensation brought by the em- 
ploye, alone, the court shall deter- 
mine the attorney's fees payable | 
to the employe's attorneys, which 
are to be deducted from the em- 
ployer’s portion. 

Federation Bill AB 258 also passed 
the Assembly unanimously. It in- 


of an employe to $600, instead of 
the present $300, under Workmen's 
Compensation, 


Rose Schneiderman 


NEW YORK (LPA) Rose | 
Schneiderman, whose name is al- 
most synonymous with the New 
York Women's Trade Union League, 
announced that she is retiring, af- 
ter 46 years devoted to organized | 
labor, to read a lot of books, see 
a lot of plays, and to let the younger 
women carry on. | 

The diminutive, fiery red-head, | 
who has known by every cop who 
watched the picket lines of the his- 
toric 1910 and 1916 garment trades 
strikes in New York, was just as 
familiar a figure in the homes of 
the wealthy women from whom she 
extracted the money for milk and 
clothes for strikers’ children, 

Miss Schneiderman, 65 years old, 


| ask for Hand Cleaner. 


| expression “Every man shall skin 


announced that her successor in the 
WTUL will be Mrs. Gerel Rubien, 
educational director of Local 62 of 
the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union, 


Summer Schools 


PITTSBURGH (LPA) — Indiana, 
Illinois and Wisconsin Universities 
will be the scenes of United Steel- 
workers of America-CIO* summer 
institutes this year. Emphasis in 
the sessions will be on better equip- 
ing local union officers and commit- 
teemen to serve USA's membership, 
Penn State and University of Cali- 
fornia will probably be added to 
the USA circuit too. 


REDUCE FOOD COSTS 
SAVE UP TO 50% 
Buy Canned Goods at the Ware- 
house by the Case or Can 
Open Daily, 9:00 A. M. to 5:30 P. M. 
Closed 


CANNERS WAREHOUSE 
OUTLET 


Sundays 


N. E. Corner 8th and Castro Streets 


BOOST THE LABEL! 


BUY UNION LABEL PRODUCTS ONLY 
When making purchases always ask for the union label. If 
building a home or repairing one see that the men doing the 
plumbing or steamfitting work, painting job, etc., belong to the 


union. Ask to see their Card. Boost the union emblem and help 
yourself. Patronize and demand the following union card: 


REQUEST THIS 


ON ALL YOUR 
PRINTING 


Carmen's Union, Division No. 192 


WHEN YOU BUY FOOD 


contract, and each and every term | 2032, in the House. We are opposed 
and provision thereof, is in all re-|to the Wood Bill, HR3228, in the 
spects a valid, legal and subsisting House. 
contract and the contract’ in each The House Rules Committee re- 
and every term and provision there-| ported the Lesinski Bill out for ac- 
of ...is hereby confirmed and ap-|tion by the House of Representa- 
proved and adjudged to be valid.” |tives under an “open rule.” This 
The court’s judgment culminates| means that an unlimited number 
a long debate over the legality of| of amendments can be made on the 


own skunk.” 

‘T leave you with this thought 
by Victor Hugo: 

‘Ah, there are times one might 
wish to hear the stones murmur 
at the slowness of men.’ They must 
have had unions in his day. 

“Your President, 
“Walter Hogg.” 


| country of top leaders of the British 


IT don’t think I have to explain 
this, but Mr. Hogg should go around 
with our Sick Committee once and 
see the members who are laid up 
with skin diseases due to washing 
their hands and the bosses’ brushes 
in poisonous paint thinners. It is | 
no idle demand that we Painters 


PEOPLE'S VOTE APPROVES 


Abraham Lincoln's Dad used the the people supported the contract 


his own skunk,” but why doesn’t 
Mr. Hogg quote the more famous 
son and his sayings about labor. 

Anyone who saw, as I did, some 
of the Contractors’ profits last year, 
know they could well afford Hand 
Cleaner, plus higher wages and a 
few other things. 

We maybe Pansies, but we're not 
Hoggs. 


ADA Wants a Better 
Congress in 1950 


CHICAGO (LPA) — A Congress 
thoroughly committed to President 
Truman's Fair Deal program is the 
1950 goal of Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action, delegates to the lib- 
eral-labor organization's second an- 
nual convention declared last week. 

While affirming its independence 
of any political party, ADA asserted 
that the Democratic party “offers 
the best opportunity” for progres- 
sive political action by liberals and 
trade unionists. A motion to delete 
reference to the Democratic party 
was defeated by a 160 to 120 vote, 
with advocates of no party commit- 
ment and a few supporters of the 
idea of a new liberal-labor party 
voting together in the minority. 

Any attempt to form a third party 
now would be “injurious to liberal 
purposes,” said the organization. 


tion, by a vote of 424 to 28. 

The Lindsay-Strathmore contract 
is the fifth water service agreement 
signed with the Bureau in Central 
Valley. Others are with the South- 
ern San Joaquin Municipal Utility 
District, the Lindmore Irrigation 


City Public Utility” District. Boke 
said several other contracts have 
been approved as to form or are in 
an advanced stage of negotiation. 


Communists Burned Up by 
Earl Browder'’s Charges 


NEW YORK (LPA)—The almost 
forgotten former head of the U. S. 
Communist Party, Earl Browder, 
has come back into the news. Gus 
Hall, Ohio CP national committee- 
man gave over two editorial col- 
umns in the Daily Worker to an 
attack on Browder. The contro- 
versy has since found its way into 
the columns of regular New York 
dailies. 

Principal target for Hall's at- 
tack is a Browder pamphlet pub- 
lished in December 1948 called “The 
Decline of the Left-Wing in Amer- 
ican Unionism.” 

Browder pointed out that the 
pro-CP elements in the American 
4 unions, for all their talk of, “mili- 

Chosen national chairman was tancy” had failed to evolve a, policy 
Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D., Minn.) | on wages and other union issues 
who told the convention that “the | substantially different from the 
main challenge of 1949 is to organ- policy of what Browder calls “right 
ize for 1950" when the members} anq center” unions. The expelled 
of the 81st Congress come up for|Communist functionary declared 
reelection, that the actual practices of CP-led 


unions are nearly identical with 
Two Federations Joining those of “right-wing” unions in 
In World Union Plans 


similar industries. 
He branded as phoney the propa- 
WASHINGTON (LPA) — Taking 
advantage of the presence in this 


ganda line of many pro-CP union 
officials that wage raises should 
come solely out of profits, and 
must not result in higher prices. It 
is impossible to consistently apply 
such a policy, Browder declared. 
While using this line os a weapon 
in its battles against such union 
heads as President Joseph Curran 
of the National Maritime Union- 
CIO and President Michael Quill of 
the Transport Workers Union-CIO, 
the CP raised no objections to its 
followers campaigning for wage 
boosts that did involve price in- 
creases in unions which they dom- 
inated, Browder demonstrated. 
The ex-Stalinist leader also crit!- 
cized the CP for not putting for- 
ward an “alternative” to the Mar- 
shall plan for European reconstruc 


Trades Union Congress, AFL and 
CIO chiefs will meet with them to 
talk about the projected new world- 
wide organization of democratic 
trade unions. 

First public announcement of the 
meeting came from CIO Secretary- 
Treasurer James B. Carey, address- 
ing a CIO union convention in New 
York. 

AFL headquarters in Washington 
promptly confirmed that organiza- 
tion’s willingness to sit down with 
CIO and TUC leaders for interna- 
tional labor talks. 


ILG T 400 000 tion. He asserted that the only 
ops ' way American workers can be 
NEW YORK (LPA)— President | wooed away from support of the 


Marshall plan is by presenting them 
with a better scheme, not simply 
attacking ERP as the Communists 
have done. 

Hall's reply side-stepped Brow- 
der’s key statement, that CP policy 


David Dubinsky 
membership in 
Ladies Garment 
AFL has zoomed over 


announced that 
the International | 
Workers Union-| 
the 400,000 | 


mark, 


j has cost the pro-Communist “left- unions, after a prolonged battle and! 
the | 
shorter week applied on the basis | 


wingers” in the labor movement 
whatever strength they once had, 


Wel SWART 


Fair Employment 


COMPLETE NEW YORK (LPA)—The ad- 
One-Stop {vantage of having a fair-employ- 
SHOPPING ment law was revealed here in the 

FOOD annual report filed by the State 


Women’s, Children’s 
and Men's Clothing, 
Bedding, Housewares 
Sundries 
Tobaccos, Candies 
and Liquors 


Commission Against Discrimination. 
“There is no important area of em- 
ployment in New York State that 
has not felt the impact of the com- 
mission's efforts to eliminate dis- 
crimination,” the report said, The 
commission, which handled 453 
cases during 1948, listed eight labor 
unions that had eliminated consti- 
tutional provisions limiting mem- 
bership to whites. 


——“™ 


107 & 
WASHINGTON 


Famous For 
Union Made 
Work Clothes 


— an 


including the so-called excess land | floor. 
provisions of Reclamation law in a&| April 26th. Labor’s enemies will do 
contract between a California irri-| their best to confuse the issues and 
gation district and the Government.|to mislead wavering 


Debate is expected to start 


votes. The 
wavering and doubtful votes in the 


The Lindsay-Strathmore contract] Senate and House will decide 
was overwhelmingly approved by a] whether 
vote of the people in the district,| repealed or merely amended in an 
188 to 1. In the Coachella election | unsatisfactory manner. 


the Taft-Hartley Act is 


Every Congressional vote counts. 


by a vote of 1133 to 19, and in an-]| Every State and Local League must 
other, the Lindmore District elec-| do its part. 


hls a ai nh ills 


Many Victories Won by: 
Railway Brotherhoods 


CHICAGO (LPA) — The “Iron 


District, the Shasta Dam Area Pub-| Horse” is back on the track after 
lic Utility District, and the Summit! a couple of derailments in relations 


between railroad managements and 
labor. 

One of the biggest railroad strikes 
in months—on the Wabash—was 
over and four Railroad Brother- 
hoods chuffed out with a settle- 
ment of a mass of accumulated 
grievances, some of them involving 
substantial back wage claims. 

Their efforts to clean up the 
grievances in many months of di- 
rect negotiations and mediation had 
failed, but an eight-day strike broke 
the management’s obduracy. The 
3700 members of the four Brother- 
hoods returned only after the car- 
rier settled the great bulk of nearly 
200 grievances. 

Negotiations were continued, 
meanwhile, on a handful of griev- 
ances not yet cleaned up, with an 
agreement that if these were not 
disposed of over the bargaining 
table they would be submitted to a 
Presidential emergency (fact-find- 
ing) board for a decision. 

Brotherhoods involved were the 
Locomotive Engineers, Locomotive 
Firemen and Enginemen, Railroad 
Trainmen, and Railway Conductors. 
Resumption of operations also 
brought back 9000 other employes 
who had been laid off during the 
shutdown. 

Other strikes are threatening the 
traditional “peace on the rails.” On 
the Missouri Pacific, the same four 
Brotherhoods are armed with a 
big majority vote in favor of a 
strike, which may be called in April 
if the management fails to settle 
a large batch of grievances. 

Also, March 31 stands as the date 
for a walkout of 2500 sleeping car 
conductors on the Pullman System, 
unless the company in the mean- 
while settles or the National (Rail- 
way) Mediation Board intervenes. 
Grievances are involved in this dis- 
pute, too. 

The biggest strike threat of all, 
involving a million “non-operating” 
workers on the railroads, was 
averted when 16 unions represent- 
ing the million employes reached 
an agreement with the manage- 
ments on a wage increase and on 
terms for applying a 40-hour week 
at 48 hours’ pay. 

The settlement was in line with 
recommendations previously made, 
and later re-introduced, by a Pres- 
idential emergency board, It pro- 
vided for a Te an hour increase, 
retroactive to October 1, which will 
mean average back pay of $90 for 
each worker. 

The 40-hour week is to become ef 
fective next September 1 and the 
a final all-night 


session, get 


they demanded, 


Union on Auto Cuts 


DETROIT (LPA) 


cent small price cuts in cars as a 
“gesture” it is glad to see. 
| “The token price reductions an- 
nounced by the Ford Motor Co.,” 
UAW President Walter Reuther 
| stated, “are made possible, as the 
|company said, by savings: in ma- 
| terial costs and other economies re- 
sulting from the improved supply of 
materials which were in —. 
shortage during most of last year.” 
“We in the UAW-CIO,” he de- 
clared, “are glad to see this gesture 
by the company of passing on a 
part of these savings to purchasers, 
“But it should be clearly under- 
stood by the public that these token 
pri reductions, as well as addi- 
tional price reductions that could 
be made, are possible out of these 
economies without dipping into the 
lush profits the automobile indus- 
try has been and is still making.” 


-United Auto} 
Workers-Cl1O has acknowledged re-| 


Union Painters Are Not |2 Courts Approve  |Labor's League Reminds /No, 4 Backers Sue 


Petition Experts 
For ‘Conspiracy’ 


Old Age Pension Committee 

LOS ANGELES — An injunction 
proceeding and damage action for 
$1,190,000 embracing conspiracy 
charges and having wide political 
implications has been brought 
against Robinson and Company, of 
San Francisco, professional petition 
circulators, and others named and 
unnamed, by the Citizens’ Commit- 
tee for Old Age Pensions, and its 
chairman, George H. McLain. 

The suit was filed on March 16 
in the Los Angeles Superior Court 
by Edward Raiden, the committee’s 
general counsel. 

The sensational allegation is 
made that Robinson and Company, 
although paid $75,000 by the pension 
organization to help put across 
Proposition 4—the aged and blind 
amendment—at the election last 
November, had conspired with large 
financial and industrial interests 
and well-to-do blind men to bring 
about the measure’s repeal. 
CONSPIRACY CHARGED 

The suit, in addition to seeking 
$190,000 special damages—represent- | 
ing the actual total cost of the elec- 
tion campaign for Proposition 4— 
asks $1,000,000 general damages and 
an order restraining Robinson and 
Company and the other defendants 
“from continuing with their con- | 
spiracy” to deprive the Citizens’ | 
Committee of the fruits of their 
victory. 

The defendants specifically 
named are Robinson and Company; 
three persons representing it, Jos- 
eph Robinson, Morgan Keaton and 
E. G. Watkins; three prominent 
blind men, Dr. Newel Perry, James | 
Garfield and “John” Burns; and ten | 
John Does. 

“BREACH OF CONTRACT” 

Robinson and Watkins are 
charged with declaring on or about 
November 2, 1948—election day— | 
that Proposition 4 should be re-| 
pealed, and with forming “a con- 
spiracy in breach of their contract 
with the plaintiffs to destroy the 
fruits of the contract.” 

It is the contention of McLain 
that Robinson and Company, in 
soliciting him, promised to use their 
political influence not only to se- 
cure the victory of Proposition 4 
at the polls, but to maintain and 
protect the rights so won. He} 
charges they not only did not use| 


qupeeneneneceesseennseensecnseccnceucnceuenaesunsusanausecusnsneutaensnananeneceeeeeraneensanes: 


sion measure, but publicly criticised 
it, and concurrently conspired with 
the three wel-to-do blind defendants 
to “front” for financial and business 
interests by using the name “Cali- 
fornia Council for the Blind” as the 
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' By the AFL Carmen 


their influence in favor of the pen- | 


East Bay Labor Journal, Friday, April 22, 1949 


ERE YOU MOVING TO A NEW ADDRESS? 


S. Post Office Department, under a new ruling, will no 
East Bay Labor Journal of your new address. 
Unless you notify this newspaper, 
will suspend delivery of your 


The U. 
longer notify The 
It is now your responsibility. 
when you move, the post office 
newspaper after two issues. 


FILL OUT THE FORM AND MAIL TO US! 


Otherwise, you will not receive your weekly newspaper. Fur- 
thermore, your union will be unable to keep in touch with you on 
important union meetings, death assessments and benefits and 
important communications. 


Effective immediately I am moving to a new address. 


DEB BEG ian «cesses nicsoidborcivnsedsosisuebcdsobevesiuaccsasdocsdioichageiesiim UAL SOO ean a 


Old AGGreSS........-c-ccnccececaseensensnssnsrseonscersssensanserscenssnsee CALY sansnsnsnseeosoeenon os 


New AddresS........00..--c0ccsdesee 


(Clip out and mail to The East Bay Labor Journal, P. O. Box 
Oakland 4, California) 
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Publicly Owned Utility |TV Musicians 
Bargain Rights Sought | 2." Sbesustions. win ‘watt 


weeks of negotiations with radio 
networks have resulted in a raise 
for union musicians on television 
stations, served by the four net- 
works, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians-AFL announced. The new 
In a letter to all A. F. of L. Cen- | contract gives a 15% hourly wage 


tral Labor bodies in California, D. | boost to most of the video artists, 
D. McClurg, secretary of the aad 


Council of Street, Electric repose: 
Rounding Up Votes 


and Motor Coach Employees urges 
support for Assembly Bill No. 113, 
which extends the right of collec- ROANOKE, Va. (LPA) — Textile 
tive bargaining now enjoyed by | Workers Unions of America-CIO is 
other workers to employes of pub-| holding a contest for union mem- 
licly-owned utilities. bers here as part of its campaign 
Authorized by Assemblyman Carl | to democratize the south. Prizes will 
Fletcher of Long Beach, chairman | be given to those with the most 
of the Industrial Relations Commit- | points when the contest closes May 
tee in the lower house, A.B. 113 has | 7. The scoring: one point for each 
been voted out of committee with a | year’s poll tax the unionist gets a 
“do pass” recommendation. non-voter to pay, and, two points 


for each one he gets registered, 
NLRB “Free Speech” 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—A three 
to two NLRB ruling against the 
International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union-AFL disclosed that 
majority of the board is using a 
double standard in judging what 
constitutes free speech. 

If there is'any suggestion of “co- 
ercion” in what a union organizer 
says, we'll refuse to grant the union 
collective bargaining status, the 
NLRB warned. But, of course, if 
an employer says unionization of 


AFL Carmen Release 


DEMAND THE UNION LABEL 


CLASSIFIED SECTION . 


BAKERY 


BIRTHDAY, WEDDING AND 
PARTY CAKES TO ORDER 


NELDAM’S 


DANISH BAKERY 
“Personal Catering Service 


sponsor for the repeal measure. 


Rail Strike Threats 


WASHINGTON (LPA)—A new 
strike threat has been popping up 
on the railroads every week, par- 
ticularly among the “operating” 
crafts—those in the train, engine 
and yard service. 

Why? Two heads of Railroad 
Brotherhoods—President D. B. Rob- 
ertson of the Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen and President H. 
W. Fraser of the Railway Conduct- 
ors—gave an illuminating answer. 

One of the major reasons, said 
Robertson, is refusal of many rail- 
road managements to settle long- 
accumulated grievances over the 
bargaining table. 

Fraser likewise assailed the re- 
fusal of hard-boiled managements 
to settle grievances promptly across 
the conference table. Too many of 
them, he said, are trying to shift 
the cases to the over-burdened Ad- 
justment Board, “which would 
mean there would be no action on 
our new cases for four years or 
more,” 


Truman Speaks Out 


CHICAGO (LPA)—President Tru- 
man dubbed opposition to adminis- 
tration legislation dealing with la- 
bor, housing, rent control, National 
Health Insurance and the Euro- 
pean Recovery Program as “only 
a defeatist expedient.” 

“Expediency can never win a real 
victory,” Truman said, in an open- 
ing message to liberal and labor 
leaders attending the 3-day conven- 
; tion of Americans for Democyatic 
| Action, which opened here. “The 
| message was addressed to Senator 

Humphrey (D., Minn.), 


| Hubert 
ADA’'s Acting National Chairman, 


' Aluminum Monopoly 


|} WASHINGTON (LPA) 
ant Aluminum Co. of 
which produces over 85% of this 
country’s aluminum supply, must 
be broken up into smaller units in 
| order to break its monopoly hold 
on the industry, the Justice Depart- 
ment told a Federal Court here. 
In a petition asking the court to 
divide up the $570,000,000 Alcoa pro- 
duction facilities, the Justice De- 
partment produced a previous order 
holding that the company a 
monopoly, and said that it has used 
its size and power for 50 years now 
to restrain trade in the industry. 
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his plant will lead to loss of jobs, 
that’s “free speech.” 

What the board did was to annul 
an ILGWU victory in a collective 
bargaining election at a West Vir- 
ginia garment factory because or- 
ganizer Joe Davis told an anti-un- 
ion employe that “if you don't vote 
for the union the girls will refuse 
to work with you.” 
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- LETTER TO MR. KNOWLAND 
FROM LABOR JOURNAL'S EDITOR 


Dear Mr. Knowland: 

This letter, which will be published in The East Bay Labor 
Journal after the results of the April 19 Oakland municipal 
election are known, is written and mailed to you April 15, 
several days before the election. Consequently the tone of this 
letter is not influenced by the results of the election, whether 
they be in favor of you or of organized labor. 

The East Bay Labor Journal has tried to play fair throughout 
this campaign. We not only kept a pledge, made as the AFL 
Educational League's campaign opened, to print statements of 
opposing candidates or of candidates nat endorsed by us, but 
we printed attacks upon us and upon our candidates by minority 
AFL members. The East Bay Labor Journal is a small six-page 
Paper and comes out only once a week, and is always pressed 
for space, yet it managed to do this throughout the campaign. 

You, sir, are the owner of a paper which comes out seven 
days a week, and which for the supplying of newsprint that it 
may in a tremendous number of pages each day print news and 
comment requires the slaughter of veritable forests of pulp 
timber compared to the tiny groves which.are cut to supply us 
with newsprint. 

Yet not once throughout the campaign did you manage to 
find space to print a full and fair story about the candidates 
endorsed not only by the AFL Educational League but by the 
majority CIO in this community. 


J 


The AFL Educational League through a large executive! 
committee drawn from affiliated unions of the Central Labor| 
} ness, as well as the Old South, claim 
jis what they want, “without outside 


Council and the Building Trades Council carefully screened all 
candidates, and then recommended certain endorsements to the 
AFL Educational League's political convention made up of all 
the delegates to both the Central Labor Council and the Building 
Trades Council. 

At that political convention there was full and fair discussion 
of all the proposed endorsements. Minority speakers had their 
full say. Not only that, but the entire proceedings, including the 
gist of every argument made by the minority, were printed in 
the next issue of The East Bay Labor ‘Journal. 

Shortly thereafter a press conference was held, at which offi- 
cial spokesmen for both the CIO majority and the AFL Educa- 
tional League made statements and answered questions put by 
representatives of the daily press, including your own Oakland 
Tribune. 

Yet you never printed one story telling of the democratic 
procedure by which our candidates were selected and discussed 
and endorsed. You did not print anything about the press con- 
ference at which open and honorable statements were made and 
questions answered, Instead, your paper began to print, and 
printed throughout the campaign, what purported to be news 
stories, but what were patently editorials, biased, unfair, petty, 
sneering and smearing at the organized labor ticket and those 
who backed it. Again and again your paper's wretched little 
travesties on honest reporting referred to the organized labor 
political movement in Oakland as “the Jack Reynolds faction.” 

Again and again it was obvious that your reporters, acting of 
course under your instructions,—for no working newspaperman 
would ever stoop to such acts except under pressure from the 
top man on the paper—had deliberately picked out of The 
East Bay Labor Journal's columns those statements of the AFL 
minority and played them up in the Tribune, completely ignoring 
the majority attitude in the AFL. 

The East Bay Labor Journal now makes this proposal to you. 
Our proposal is that you name any three publishers who are 
members of the American Newspaper Publishers Association 
and invite them to consider carefully the record of the Oakland 
Tribune in this campaign and the record of The East Bay Labor 
Journal, and give their verdict en which paper is best living 
up to the traditions of the supposedly free press in the United 
States. 

Or, if you wish to, name two such publishers and the editor 
of the Editor and Publisher, trade journal of the big newspaper 
publishers of America. 

Or, if you prefer to name purely local people, name any num- 
ber of Oakland people you wish, and let them sit as a jury, 
with yourself and the editor of The East Bay Labor Journal 
going before them and stating the respective cases, backed up 
with campaign issues of the two papers. 

Surely that’s a fair offer. You pick the jury. Moreover, we 
promise to print the full verdict of any jury you name. We won't 
even ask you to do the same in your paper, as, frankly, sir, 
we just don't believe you'd do it. 

Of course, you may feel that as a business proposition it will 
not do for the owner of a big and powerful daily to pay any 
heed to criticism of it by a little labor weekly. 

But on the other hand, is it wise from the merest viewpoint 
of business prudence to continue to operate a paper so unfair 
politically as yours notoriously is? Even the Hearst paper did 
better in this election than did your paper about playing fair! 

If you as a rich owner of a big paper would seek the advice 
of the working newspapermen under you, and if they felt safe 


in giving you their honest advice when you asked for it, it’s} 


dollars to dimes that they'd advise you to clean up your paper 
politically, They'd tell you to run news that’s news, not editorial 
opinion in foolishly thin disguise, and to confine your statement 
of your political bias to your editorial columns. They'd assure 
you that this would not only be common journalistic decency, 
practiced by a great many dailies in the United States, but good 
business. 


You have your newswriters in their pretended news stories | 
sneer at the majority AFL political movement as ‘the Jack Rey- | 


nolds faction.’ Well, the editor of The East Bay Labor Journal 
can tell you, sir, that never once during his editorship has Jack 
Reynolds or any other member of the board of directors of this 
paper tried to prevent the editor from printing any news, or 


any opinion, no matter how adverse it might be to Reynolds or, 


other AFL leaders. That is a record, sir, you might well strive 
to emulate in your relations with the newswriters and editors 
of the Tribune, whom you even coerce to an extent that they 
are afraid to join a union. 
Yours sincerely, 
EDITOR, 
EAST BAY LABOR JOURNAL 
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WARNING TO NAM was given 
by Thomas G. Spates, vice-presi- 
dent of General Foods Corporation, 
at an Industrial Relations Institute 
sponsored by the NAM in Florida. 
Spates declared that “it is up to 
the employers to save this nation 
from Communism or Socialism,” 
and added: 

“Employers can do it only if 
they'll stop telling others how to 
run their business, lay off Congress, 
quit shouting Taft-Hartley and stop 
yelling at Green and Murray. 

“IT would like to have NAM eall 
a special meeting of the board of 
directors and get a campaign di- 
rected to the employers—spend the 
rest of this year telling NAM mem- 
bers to start treating their workers 
like human beings. The majority 
of workers don’t have to be sold 
on free enterprise. They like it. 
It's up to enlightened executives 
to get the facts to employers all 
over the nation.” 

Now all that’s needed is for en- 
lightened labor union executives to 
be equally frank in talking to their 
brother labor officers about the 
faults of labor unions. Reform from 
within, which both labor and busi- 


interference,” is the most priceless 
and most rare of all human activi- 
ties. 

xk kk 


SHAW ON RELIGION: 
SCORNFULLY FOR IT 


George Bernard Shaw likes to ten! | 
the world how sympathetic he is, 


with the Communists, especially if 
he thinks he can shock his particu- 
lar part of the world by so doing. 
But one of his sayings doesn’t seem 
to fit in with Stalin’s ideals: 

“To change a credulous peasantry 
to a skeptical one by inculcating a 
negative atheism plus a_ science 
beyond the reaches of their brains 
may make an end of civilization, 
not for the first time.” | 


It is the realization that there is 
some painful truth in Shaw’s say- 


dubious when we hear that the 
current ideological cold war is basic- 
ally a conflict between Communism 
and—Christianity! For assuredly all 
too many of us on the anti-Commu- 
nist side belong in the category of 
those who have “a negative atheism 
plus a science heyond the reaches 
of their brains.” 
kk *& 


CHURCHILL ON SHAW 
IS ALSO SCORNFUL! 


Speaking of what Shaw said about 
religion, brings to mind what Win- 
ston Churchill once said about 
Shaw: 

“If the truth must be told, our 
British island has not had much 
help in its troubles from Mr, Ber- 
nard Shaw. When nations are fight- 
ing for life, when the palace in 
which the jester dwells not uncom- 
fortably is itself assailed, and every- 
one from prince to groom is fight- 
ing on the battlements, the jester’s 
|jokes echo only through deserted 
halls, and his witticisms and con- 
demnations, distributed evenly be- 
tween friend and foe, jar the ear 
of hurrying messengers, of mourn- 
ing women and wounded men. The | 
titter ill aceords with the. tocsin, 
or the motley with the bandages.” 


History will find a respectable 
place for the greatness of both Mr. 


| ANTI-SE 


Shaw and Mr. Churchill, and also 
for the fact that Churchill the great 
ruler never imprisoned, tortured, or 
murdered Shaw the great writer. 
Imagine a Shaw surviving, wealthy 
;and honored, in a certain thickwit- 
ted heavyhanded regime he says he 
admires so much! 
xk kk 

TUGWELL PROMOTED 


FROM KINDERGARTEN 


Rexford Guy Tugwell, one of the 
original New Deal _ brain-trusters 
who, went along Mr. Wallace in 
the Progressive Party disaster, now 
admits that Communists were pre- 
dominent in the Progressive conven- 
| tion and campaign, ahd says that 
|}he should have left the party last 
| August. : 

But Dr. Tugwell, now a University | 
of Chicago professor, criticizes his 
fellow New Dealers for staying out 
of the Wallace movement and let- 
ting the Communists assume such a! 
prominent role in the new party. 

“The reason Communists were so 


;Prominent in the Wallace cam- 
|paign,” opines Tugwell, was that 
| the New Dealers of progressive 


viewpoint were “sitting it out, 
wringing their hands, and wailing 
about the wickedness of the Reds.” 


From all of which we gather that 
while Tugwell is a professor, so far 
as learning the real nature of Com- 
munist operations is concerned, he’s 
just been graduated from the kin- 
dergarten to the lower half of the | 
first grade. Or, to use a somewhat 
appropriate image, since elections 
are involved in the discussion, he’s 
moving along the path toward 
knowledge of Communist methods 
at the rate of speed of a man who’s 
lost an election bet, and accordingly 
is pushing a peanut with his nose 
from Washington to Moscow, 


TIME FOR REFORM 


Little Boy in Woodshed: “Father, 
did grandpa spank you when you 
were a little boy?” | 


Father (with paddle): “Yes, - 


son.” 

Little Boy: “And did great-grand- 
pa spank grandpa when he was a 
little boy?” 

Father: ‘Yes, son,” 

Boy: “And did great-great-grand- 
pa spank great-grandpa.” 

Father: “Yes.” 

Boy: “Well, don’t you think with 
| my help you could overcome this 
inherited rowdyism?” 


NECESSARY EVIL 


“So you desire to be my son-in- 
law?” 

“No, I don’t, but if I marry your 
daughter I don’t see how I can get 
out of it.” 


"48 RECORD OF FIGHT ON 


MITISM IS TOLD 


By IRVING BABOW 


Anti-Defamation League of Bnai Brith 


The year 1948, a “year of great 
gains, violent reactions and, in cer- 
tain areas, increased discrimination” 
should go down “on the credit side 
of the ledger” in the fight on anti- 
Semitism, the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith declares in 
its annual survey released by New 
York Supreme Court Justice Meier 
Steinbrink, national League chair- 
man, 

The nationwide study, detailing 
discrimination against Jews in 
housing, employment, education, the 
professions and other areas is pub- 
lished this week as a book “How 
Secure These Rights?” by Double- 
day & Company, 

“Yhe past year was a good year,” 
says Justice Steinbrink “because 
we witnessed an increased aware- 
ness among Americans of the prob- 
lems of minority bias. The facts in 
this careful survey point to many 
inequities in American life. But 
many Americans are working to 
cleanse our nation of anti-Semitism 
and minority hatred. 

Salient findings are: 

Widespread prejudice in employ- 
ment. A survey of registration 
forms of private employment agen- 
cies reveals 60.6% asks questions 
about religion; 33.9% about nation- 
ally; 28.49% about place of birth; 
16.5% about descent, and 11.9% 
about race. Another study in 19 
large cities showed 89% of employ- 
ment agencies included “religion.” 
Using September, 1948 as a sample, 
discriminatory job offers were ac- 
cepted by private employment agen- 
cies in at least 55 large cities, 
FEPC LAWS HELP 

However, a check by 15 vocation- 
al service agencies reveals in states 
with FEPC laws, only one of 23 job 
applicants was asked about reli- 
gion; in other states the ratio was 
one out of four. 

The U. S. Supreme Court’s unani- 
mous decision declaring racial and 
religious restrictive covenants un- 


enforceable in courts was a lands| 


mark against bigotry. T 
decision, various groups 
tricky devices, There is extensive 
discrimination (with some acts of 
terrorism) against Jews and other 
minorities seeking to buy or rent 
housing, 

1948 saw a decrease in the number 
and activity of anti-Semitic organ- 
izations, but 12 new anti-Semitic 
groups arose. 47 openly anti-Semi- 
tic groups operate in the United 
States. 

Continued use of racial and reli- 
gious questions in screening appli- 
cants for college admission. One 
year after the President's Commis- 
sion on Higher Education urged 
deletion of discriminatory inquiries 


0 evade the 
resort to 


from college application blanks, 87% 


of non-denominational colleges, both 
public and private, ask such ques- 
tions. A Jewish student has a 56% 
chance of acceptance by his first 
choice college, a Catholic 67% and 
a Protestant, 77% chance, 
CAMPUS BIAS 

New York State led in removing 
campus bias by the first fair educa- 
tional practices act in the nation, 
making it illegal to disqualify stu- 
dents from colleges because of race, 
color, creed or religion, 

‘Among isolated attempts to check 
college bias were: The California 
Student Government conference set 


; aside May 10-14 as anti-Racial Dis- 


crimination Week for the junior 
colleges of California; the Amherst 
chapter of Phi Kappa Psi forfeited 


its charter after initiating a Negro. | 


It was upheld by Amherst’s presi- 
dent. 

Almost 98% of State application 
blanks for licensing of five major 
professions—accounting, law, den- 
tistry, optometry and medicine—in 
the 48 states and District ot Colums 
bia, have discriminatory questions 
with no relation to competency, 
Some state medical boards also ar- 
bitrarily reject graduates of Euro- 
pean medical schools, compounding 
discrimination against many Jews 
seeking medical education abroad 
because they can not get it at 
home. . 

Colorado's medical licensing 
board, relaxed its ban on foreign 
medical schools and compiled a list 


{of 28 approved European medical 
schools, 


SOCIAL DISCRIMINATION 


Social discrimination continued in 
many areas. Resort literature con- 
tains blatant anti-Semitism and 
many owners ignore or evade civil 
rights laws. Test of newspaper re- 
sort ads indicated a _ prospective 
guest with a Jewish name had only 
a 27% chance of being accepted 
by the resort of his choice, while 
a “non-Jewish” name had 90% 
|chance of acceptance. Not all re- 
sort advertisers discriminated, but 
those that did not longer used the 
discriminatory phrase “restricted 


papers, but indicated 
policy by phrases like 
nearby,” or “club plan.” 
A “more enlightened” attitude in 
the South toward civil rights was 
shown by a_southwide Atlanta 
meeting and other parleys attended 
| by liberal Southerners. Some 700,- 
000 Negroes voted in the 1948 Pres- 
idential election, compared to 200,- 
000 in the 1944 election, 


Credit companies and insurance 
agencies contribute to discrimina- 
tion by confidential reporting sys- 
tems which stress irrelevant factors 
of race and religion in determining 
credit risk, 

CONGRESSMEN LISTED 

In Congress, Rep. John Rankin 
(D., Miss.), Ed Gossett (D., Tex.) 
and Eugene Cox (D., Ga.) showed 


the same 
“churches 


marked hostility to Jews in dis-| 


cussing the DP bill, Israel and in 


Un-American Activities Committee | 


hearings. Rep. Clare Hoffman CRs 
Mich.) and tormer Sen, Chapman 
Revercomb of West Virginia also 
fitted this category, 

Justice Steinbrink said: 

“Despite the recent temporary 
setback suffered in Congress, civil 
rights continues to forge ahead 
through the efforts of the American 
people, ‘the year 1949 has already 
proven fruitiul, In terms of legis- 
jlation, Oregon, Washington, New 
Mexico and Khode Island passed 
EPC laws and Indiana enacted a 
law banning segregation in its pub- 
lic schools. New York and Connecti- 
cut outlawed segregation and dis- 
crimination in their National 
Guards, In Atlanta, the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, supported 
by the press, is campaigning against 
the Ku Klux Klan. Several South- 
ern communities passed anti-mask 
ordinances, These are. only high- 
lights of a trend making its impress 
on America,” 


A SUCCESS STORY 


A dim-witted chap lived in a small 


to chip in 50 cents each and create 
a job tor—we'll call him Lem, They 
then appointed a paymaster. 

There was an old brass cannon 
in the town square, and Lems job 
was to polish this cannon every 
day, rain or shine. At the end of 
the week the paymaster would turn 
over seven dollars to him, 

Lem worked with great zeal for 
about three months, polishing and 
| polishing. Then one Saturday night 
ne approached the paymaster with 
a wild gleam in his eye, 

“I’m quittin’ this here job,” Lem 
announced, 

“What's the matter?” the pay- 
master asked. “Aren’t you satisfied 
with the work and pay?” 

“Oh, yes,” Lem replied, “But I’ve 
been savin’ my money, Yesterday I 
bought a cannon of my own. Now 
I’m goin’ into business for myself!” 


ENEMY IN HOOSE 


Angus had lived two months in 
| America when he went to seé a 
movie laid in the Canadian wilds. 
| Presently he saw a close-up of a 
moose, 

“I dinna ken what yon beastie is,” 
he remarked to his companion, 

His friend explained that it was a 
moose, 

“A moose?” Angus cried. “Aweel, 
| if that is a moose, I dinna want to 
meet an American rat then!” 


clientele” now barred by most news- | 


town and had no means of support. | 
The “boys” got together and decided | 


WOMEN 
in this World 


By EDITH McCONN 


“ACCENT ON YOUTH,” so pre- 
valent today, may shift to accent on 
age in the coming decades. For 
some time now, more and more 
people have been living longer and 
longer. Opportunities for them, how- 
evet, have not increased. 

Higher costs of extending group 
insurance benefits to older workers 
has not been the deterring fact in 
keeping them out of industry, how- 
ever. The greatest difficulty, ac- 
cording to personnel executives, is 
the promotion-from-within policy 
which prevails in so many com- 
panies, 

This means that anyone starting 
work with a company must start 
at the bottom, in most cases. The 
older person must accept a begin- 
ner’s salary, and must often take 
his orders from someone much 
younger than himself. 

This creates difficulties. The old- 
er worker is often unable to adjust 
to these conditions, even when able 
to do the actual work. / 

This is a problem, however, which 
will have to be met. Older people 
wil somehow or other have to “work 
their passage.” In order for them 
to do this many of them will have 
to undergo a certain amount of 
re-education, They will have to be 
made aware of their own psycho- 
logical difficulties. They will have 


to be taught how to make their re- | 


adjustments, 

This is not an impossible task. 
We just haven't started thinking 
about it. We've been so pre-occupied 
with youth and its numerous prob- 
lems that we have left our older 
citizens to shift for themselves. 

A recognition of one phase of the 
problem has recently been made in 
Menlo Park. There a group of peo- 
ple have organized a recreation cen- 
ter for people over fifty. 

At this center, games may 
played and activities of all 
may be pursued, It is open to any- 
one over fifty. 

When you see how many people 
over fifty attend adult evening 
classes you will realize that a num- 
ber of older individuals are already 
doing something about their prob- 
lems. 

Most people are not leaders or 
geniuses. Most of us have just aver- 
jage ability. When we reach middle 
age we still have only average 
ability. If some piece of bad luck 
along the way has prevented us 
from having obtained economic 
security by middle age, then we find 
ourselves in the group which must 
strike out anew in our later years. 

The attitude of the general pub- 
lic is going to determine whether 
or not we can succeed. 
tinue to think that youth is all, 
that older people must resign them- 
selves to being on a shelf, then so- 
ciety is going to be burdened by 
an increasing number of middle- 


cared for. 


attitude that 
mileage in our citizens past middle 


age, we may reap more benefits 
l than we know. 
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Will Television Drive 
Us to Sandwich Diet? 


Out here in the west, where tele- 
vision has just begun, we don't yet 
realize what a revolution it may 
make in our living conditions. 

Busy manufacturers, however, are 
already offering many gadgets in 
the east built around this newest 


“Serve All” tray, somewhat 
those used at drive-in restaurants. 
It is made of unbreakable plastic, 
and clamps on the arm of the easy 
chair, so you may eat your dinner 
and not miss a move on the tele- 
vision screen, 

Then there is the “Snackmaster,” 


held in the same fashion, ‘fis tray 
has indentations to hold a glass and 
other eating accessories, 

For those who like to sit on the 
floor and watch the little 
there is the “Howe Table,” 
j}fourteen inches high, 
tables are also shown, 
tables which 
stacked. 

All of these objects are made of 

plastic or metal which will not 
vreak when tipped or dropped. For 
television is to deliver the knock- 
out blow to the dining room, it 
would seem! No more beautitully 
appointed tables with “best china” 
| and flowers! 
Perhaps sandwiches will become 
| OUr sole diet in the era of television, 
| Who could handle a kiiie and tork, 
or contend with even the tenderest 
steak wnile absorbed in some lite- 
and-death drama on the screen? 

Instead of the ancient question 
“Whats for dinner tonight,” we'll 
have “What kind of sandwicnes this 


screen, 
apout 


and 
may be folded 


other 
and 


evening?” ‘The housewite's tasks 
| will be simpler—mayove, 
| x kk 


Don’t Let Poor Oid Dad Read 
these Kigures, Piease! 

is dad just an over-sized child, 
not much further along the road 
toward civilization andvculture than 
his much-berated off-spring? The 
| California Farmer thinks he may 
be and quotes some figures com- 
piled by the U. S. Department of 
Commerce which seems to-bear out 
this suspicion. 

Here are some figures. This dad, 
with a little help, no doubt from 
his childless brothers, does these 
things: 

He spends ten times as much 


on hard liquor as he gives to 
churches and charities. He spends 
four times as much on horses, and 
twice as much on tobaceo, as he 
does on these same churches and 
charities. 

These expenditures total almost as 
much as do dad’s much squawked- 
about taxes, Six billion dollars—a 
tidy sum—is the amount of these 
expenditures on pursuits which in 
no way help toward solving the 
problems of dad's children. 

Says the California Farmer: 

“When the conversation drifts 
around to juvenile delinquency Dad 
might spare himself a blush by 
hastily changing the subject.” 

For once we can agree with The 
California Farmer, 


be | 
sorts | 


‘All About Elections?! 
By JOHN J. SWATTEM 


Elections are fun if you've good nerves—~ 


You pitch and catch some horrible curves! 
But they're quite tough for simple folk 
Who simply cannot take a joke! 


CHURCH COUNCIL FAVORS 
LABOREXTENSION BUREAU 


Federal Council of Churches 

Holding that better informed workers can contribute toward 
industrial peace and better citizenship in community and the 
nation, the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer« 
ica is on record in favor of a grant by Congress to afford educa- 
tion extension service for labor similar to that long given ‘to 
farmers, A bill authorizing a grant for such service is now before 
the Senate. 

A statement by the Federal Council's Department of the 
Church and Economic Life was adopted by the Executive Com- 
mittee. The statement follows: 

“Labor today is assuming greater responsibility in shaping 
the character and direction of our common life. This requires 
education which will more adequately equip workers to meet 
these responsibilities. Better informed workers can contribute 
toward industrial peace, sound labor union policies, higher 
productivity, and better citizenship in community and nation, 

“Extension of educational services to farmers has been a long- 
established policy of the Federal Government, as well as in 
many states. We believe that similar educational services should 
be extended to wage earners as well. We welcome the increas- 
ing access to information and education offered workers by 
institutions of higher education on their campuses and in their 
communities. . 

“We hold that the responsibility for the extension of workers’ 
education rests upon all citizens, as the benefits accrue to all, 
It requires the cooperation of educators and educational insti- 
tutions. It calls for awareness by workers of their. need as 
adults for continuing education. It calls for grants by Federal 
and State governments. We believe that extension of this type 
of education deserves the support of church people. 

“In the grant of public funds we hold that they shall be used 


| only for such schools or institutions as the constitutions or sta 


tutes of the several states make eligible for tax support for edu- 
cational purposes. We affirm our continued adherance to the 
American principle of the separation of church and state, and 
to the principle that public funds should not be used for sec 
tarian purposes.” 
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LABOR RIGHTS, LABOR DUTIES 


Grace Moriarty writes the follow-| | 6--Just prices for the goods he 
ing in the Monitor, Catholic weekly | buys; 
published in San Francisco: 7—Decent working hours: 
Because of the interest that read-| 8 Decent working conditions, 


ers have shown in the aims of the 
Association of Catholic Trade Un- 
ionists, it might be well to answer 


The duties of the worker are 
listed as: 


If we con- | 


aged people who will have to be! 


If, on the other hand we take the | 
there is still a lot of | 


invention of ours. One device is a/| 
like } 


shaped like an artist’s palette and | 


Chaurside | 


a few questions by quoting from 


the San Francisco Chapter's Pre- 
amble to their Constitution. 
| The rights of the worker are 


j listed as: 

1~-Job Security; 

2—An income sufficient 
port himself and_ his 
reasonable comfort; 

8-—Collective bargaining through 
union representatives freely chosen; 

4--A share in the profits after 
a just wage has been paid and after 
just return to capital has been 
made; 

5--Striking and picketing peace- 
fully for a just cause; 


to sup- 
family in 


VERDICT 


The magistrate was deaf, but cer- 
tainly not deafer than the two men 
before him. 

The first man leaned forward. 

“Sir,” he exclaimed, “this man 
owes me a grocery bill amounting 
to $100 and refuses to pay it!” 

The second man sprang up. 

“That's a lie!” he cried indig- 
|nantly. “My dog didn’t bite him,” 

There was a pause while the 
magistrate reviewed the situation, 
then he announced the decision: 

“Gentlemen,” he said, “I fully ap- 
preciate your feelings, but I can see 
no reason why you should not com- 
bine to support your mother,” 


CHANGED MAN 


“Aren't you the same man I gave 
a piece of mince pie to last month?” 
| “No mum. I’m not; and wot’s 
more, the doctor says I never will 


The following persons and 
ination into the causes at issue, 


1—-Perform an honest day's work 
for an honest day’s pay; 

2—Join a bona fide trade union; 

3-—Strike only for a just cause 
and after all other legitimate means 
have been exhausted; 

4—Refrain from violence; 

5 Respect property rights; 

6--Abide by just agreements 
freely made; 

7—Enforce strict honesty and a 
square deal for everyone inside his 
union; 

8—Cooperate with decent employ- 
ers who respect his rights, to bring 
about peaceful solutions of indus- 
trial war. 
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‘POOR HOUSE LOBBY. 


Labor League Reporter 

The Real Estate Lobby demands 
;an end to Rent Control and is op- 
|posed to the passage of any legis- 
| lation by the 81st Congress that will 
result in the building of more 
| houses. 
One of its members has construc- 
|ted a motto for the lobby. It is as 
|follows: “Poor People Belong in 
| Poor Houses.” 


A WIFE’S RETORT 


| At the end of the first week away 
| from home on a new job, the young 
husband wrote to his wife: “Made 
foreman-feather in my cap.” 
After the second week he wrote: 
| ‘Made manager—another feather in 
my cap.” 
After the third week he wired; 
| “Fired—send money.” 
| His wife telegraphed back: “Use 
feathers, fly home.” 


ATRONIZE 


firms, after a thorough exam- 
have been deemed unworthy of 


| the patronage of members of organized labor and their friends: 


BAKERS, CONFECTIONERS 
Peter Paul, Inc., 1001 81st Ave. 
Hoffman Candy Co., Los Angeles 
Calif. 
DRUG STORES 
Stier Drug Co., 
3407 Lakeshore, Oakland 
LOCKSMITHS 


All locksmiths in the East Bay 
area not displaying the union 
shop card, 

PRINTING-NEWSPAPERS 

Life 

Time 

West Coast Printing Co., 

467 4th St. 

Saturday Evening Post 

Ladies’ Home Journal 

Country Gentleman 

STORES 


Drummond Appliance Co.— 

9315 E. 14th St. (Main) 

5115 E. 14th St. 

1408 148th Ave, 

San Leandro 
Clinnick Appliance Co., Fruitvale 

and MacArthur, Oakland. 
Berland’s 1741 Telegraph. 
Cannon’s Shoe Store, 1030 

Washington St., Oakland. 
Feltman & Curme, 1208 Wash- 

ington St., and 1932 Telegraph 

Ave. 

Nisley Shoe Store, 

1425 Broadway. 

F. W. Woolworth Company, 

Hayward, 

Vine Pastry Shop, 

2114 Vine St., Berkeley 
APARTMENT HOUSES 
Graystone Apartments, 

26 Penox Ave, 
RESTAURANTS 
White Log Taverns 
BARBER SHOPS 
The Star Barber Shop, 

1926 University Ave., Berkeley 
Barber Shop, 5482 College Ave. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Bob's Hot Dogs, 7994 MacArthur 
Blyd., Oakland 

Bohon or American Appliance 
Co., Refrigeration Service, 
5126 Grove Street 

Jud Whitehead Heater Co., 
4111 Broadway, Oakland 
West MacArthur and San 
Pablo, Oakland 


I. Magnin Co, 


E. I. DuPont de Nemours, Paint 
Manufacturing Co., South San 
Francisco 

Phil’s Used Car Lot, 3350 San 
Pablo Avenue, Oakland > 

Hotel Menlo, 18th & Webster 
Sts., Oakland 

Sealy Mattress Co., 

6699 San Pablo Ave, 

Bannum Truck Company 

Gantner & Mattern Co., 
3rd and Berry Sts., 

San Francisco 

West Coast Macaroni Manufac- 
turing Co., 1250 - 57th Avenue, 
Oakland 


Blackstone Mfg. Co., N. ¥., 
Tools and Implements 


National Mattress Co., 
920 - 54th Ave, 


National Nut Company, 
362 Fourth St. 


Goldstone Bros., Overalls 

Portland Hotel, 476 - 9th St., 
Oakland 

All Scale Companies not display- 
ing the Union Shop Card 

General Refrigeration Service 
Co., 5777 Grove Street, 
Oakland, California 


Rio Theatre, Park Street, 
Alameda 


Times Theatre, Webster S 
Alameda, California pig 
‘ 
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